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York as well as a new channel for
the Indian diaspora in America
called South Asia World. They
needed someone who could be a
one-man band: shoot camera,
interview, edit and produce. And
with my Cardiff degree and my
ability to film, edit etc., I got the
job!
It was so much fun and such hard
work. I came up with my own
story ideas, chased down leads,
arrived with my camera, recorded
everything, packed up, came
home, edited and voiced the piece
and then sent it over a broadband
line to Delhi in time for the
morning news show.
I got to report from the East Room
of the White House when Dr.
Manmohan Singh made his visit. I
remember walking across the
lawn of the White House lugging
all my gear, while the newsroom
called me for a live phone
interview for my analysis. I was so
breathless and innocently sat
down on the lawn to talk on the
phone and catch my breath and
within minutes I had the secret
service shooing me away!
I remember covering some big
business stories as well from the
NYSE and Nasdaq. Infosys listed a
secondary issue and I got to
interview Nandan Nilekani. Then
Taj Hotels bought the Pierre Hotel
in New York and I got to interview
Ratan Tata.
What made you make the
switch to go behind the
camera?
Around a year or so after I got to
New York, I had my first
experience of the implications of
corporate business decisions and
strategies on my livelihood. The
newly-launched South Asian
channel found distribution via a
satellite dish network, but it

meant a very niche distribution
and the channel wasn’t easily
found on normal cable TV. Poor
distribution and little revenue
meant the channel was in trouble.
At the same time I was more and
more interested in learning about
business and finance. So when I
got the chance to work for
Bloomberg, I jumped at it.
Bloomberg was a great
experience. It’s a unique place.
It’s a very unique company; all
conference rooms are glass so it’s
a transparent culture and Mike
Bloomberg himself sits on a desk
outside his glass office. It was like
a mini-MBA, working with and
seeing all the financial journalists
and analysts who came through
the building.
What are the challenges and
opportunities facing the
broadcasting industry from
your point of view?
The TV industry is an amazing
business, there are few
businesses that have had such a
strong business model with dual
revenue streams (cable
subscription and advertising). But
in recent years the broadcasting
industry has been facing massive
disruption. Viewing of traditional
linear TV is declining across most
mature markets and current TV
audiences are ageing. For years,
TV companies were happy
licensing and selling their shows
to Netflix, which they dismissed
as an upstart. It’s only been in
recent years that TV companies
have realised that Netflix was
eating their lunch. Since then, the
industry has seen rapid evolution,
with a number of companies
launching their own streaming
platforms. Audiences have shifted
online and companies have
realised that the old-school
distribution advantage doesn’t
apply anymore – now it’s down to
the content on offer and the user

experience, and you have to
rebuild your distribution and
audiences online.
What is living in the UK like for
you compared to the US?
Boy, I think there are so many
pros and cons between the two
countries. It all depends on your
perspective, your lived
experiences. I’m going to
generalise a bit based on my
experiences – so please bear with
me. I think the US has just a great
work culture, a great
entrepreneurial culture. If anyone
has worked there, you get a real
can-do attitude and I love that
aspect. There are downsides
sometimes to that, for instance,
you have fewer protections as a
worker. The biggest difference I
would say is healthcare. In the US
you depend on your employer
providing you healthcare and god
forbid if you get sick and don’t
have a job. On the other hand
Britain is a bit more balanced,
there is more social care and it’s a
bit more like Europe. You have the
National Health Service, which is
free healthcare if you get sick. But
the work culture isn’t as go-getter
as the US. But then Britain has
many cultural similarities and
connections with India. I really
relate to the school system here. I
think it’s a stronger school system
than the US academically and in
terms of building character. I love
seeing the level of maths and
languages that my kids have to
do: English, French, and even
Spanish.
Any experiences / friends /
teachers / classes from School
that have had a lingering
impact on you?
Gosh there are so many. Some
amazing teachers.
I remember my first ever midterms were to Dodital and I got
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