Tussar silkworm caterpillar

many aspects to it, submerged plants which,
through photosynthesis, provide oxygen and food
to those living in water. Floating plants, like the
lotus, on whom insects, like dragonies, lay their
eggs. Dragonies can eat up to 200 mosquito
larvae per day. So, if you have a functional wetland
there is no smell, or fear of dengue.
The patera grass has nutritional and medicinal
value. The grass holds a lot of moisture in its roots,
and also prevents soil erosion. Patera also
provides shelter to a number of birds.
As we moved on, we came upon a number of peelu
meswak trees. The twigs of this tree have been
used as toothbrushes since the time of Prophet
Muhammad. It is the host plant for the Small
Salmon Arab butter y. We saw the cocoon of the
praying mantis, who is supposed to be the tiger of
insects, and even displays hints of cannibalism
when siblings have been known to eat one another.
Talk about sibling rivalry! The female is larger than
the male.
We came upon the Ram Baans, a species of the
agave plant, which, as many a Dosco will know all
too well, is used to make Tequila.
Next, we encountered a slim forest with a narrow
body of water running through it. There was an
absence of water hyacinths due to the collection of
high salt at one end.
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patera grass and farash trees. The birds use the
coarse grass to make the outer part of their nests,
and the tender leaves of the farash to line them
from inside.
Through all this wealth of information, I had
completely forgotten about the reason for my visit,
the Tussar silkworms! Sameer, the Nature Ofcer
and our wonderful guide, gently opened the
protective net around young Arjun trees to show
us the beautiful cocoon, and a huge, podgy
caterpillar which can attain a length of six inches.
The male moth dies a day after mating and the
female moth sadly follows suit, shortly after laying
her eggs, which is why I missed seeing any moths.
The moth eggs had been brought in from Madhya
Pradesh.
All in all, an awesome tryst with nature!
If you re interested in joining the DSOBS Wildlife
Interest WhatsApp group please get in touch with
me at:
Kavita Prakash is based in Delhi with her husband,
Sanjiv and son, Prabhat, her daughter, Roshni having
recently married Amol. She has successfully run Melting
Melodies since 199 , a successful, out-of-home, baking
enterprise. Kavita has been conducting tree-specific
nature walks under the Sausage Tree Nature Walks
banner for almost ten years.

As we crossed the bamboo bridge, we learned how
the black crowned night heron had disappeared
from the Yamuna plains fteen years earlier, but
were now not only back, but had grown to a colony
over fteen hundred strong in the last three years.
What a welcome spot of good news.
This rebound of this species of heron did not
happen by accident. There was a reason for this:
their habitat had been restored to a combination of
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