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LETTER FROM
THE EDITOR
Dear Dosco
Three years and twelve issues in, and I’m
beginning to wonder where all the time has gone!
That irrepressible march couldn’t have been felt
more acutely than on a visit back to School this
Founder’s Day for the Batch of 1997’s, 20-year
get-together. It’s incredible to note the changes
to School from our day — the master’s houses
especially seem to have been upgraded to the sort
that were long overdue, not to mention the tennis
and basketball courts or even the overall quality of
the theatre production at The Rose Bowl with ‘The
Play That Went Wrong’ from lights and mikes to
costumes and sets! In my AV squad days, we were
skinning wires with our teeth and carting cast-iron
floodlights up and down those steps. No more, it
would seem.
Most encouraging was a lively chat that I had
with a bunch of D-formers enjoying their first
Founder’s Day. The boys were bubbly and chatty,
unlike the cowed ‘be seen and not heard’ juniors of
my day. Junior and senior ‘tuckees’ seem to have
become a more civilized affair with all manner
of choice being offered in packeted and neatly
wrapped confections. No sign of egg rolls and
kaathis dripping with oil, bulls, or even the sickly
iced-coffee we used to get in the 90s. That’s not a
criticism by the way.
“You guys had it a lot better,” said one boy to me.

“With two long terms, you could at least enjoy
everything at school properly. With our trimester
system, by the time we’ve gotten into an activity,
it’s time to go home.” The times, they have
a-changed I say!
Light and airy holding houses, improved
mattresses and foot lockers, segregated cubicle
wash facilities, so many smart classrooms in
the main building (with Bond’s receiving a red
ribbon opening over this Founder’s), large-scale
art works on the lawns and science block facilities
we thought you only saw in movies — Doon has
upped its game considerably over the last two
decades, and it’s wonderful to see. Though I must
say the old toyes (still used in Tata House) despite
their 1930s look, have a touch more charm to
them than the vastly efficient and modern study
tables we saw in Jaipur House. Still, School is
looking better than ever, and it’s encouraging to
note the change for good.
Visibly however, the campus seems to have been
shorn of all the shrub and vegetation that made
‘busting’ so much easier. But then, the walls have
reached pole vault heights and even a guard at the
main gate from my day wouldn’t let me in without
express permission from a master on the grounds.
Perhaps there’s no need to break out of School if
the food at the CDH is anything to go by. “Leave
3
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some for the boys,” admonished a batch mate as
I tucked into mini samosas, gulabos and cakes —
for a third time!

the distance between him and his wards. It’s a new
world out there at Doon, and I would urge you all to
make that trip if you haven’t already.

It’s a joy to behold School in its latest avatar, not to
mention a headmaster who seems to embody the
spirit of Doon teachers we continue to remember
fondly. Matthew Raggett seemed to be everywhere,
answering questions, shaking hands, cracking jokes
and always exuding a human touch by minimizing

Enjoy the issue,
Govind Dhar
192 T, 1997
therosebowleditor@gmail.com

Block your dates for The DSOBS International Get-togethers
To be attended by the President, Chairman & the Head Master

N E W YO R K
13 April, 2018

Amit Sawhney & Shubho Ghosh

<
<

LO N D O N
15 June, 2018

Arjun Sahay
Vivek Thadani & Nimai Swaroop
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<

TO R O N TO

14 April, 2018

Ravi Chaudhary & Anoop Israni
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Letters to the Editor
Dear Sheel
My daughter, Nada, is typing this out for me as I'm
currently hospitalized.
I was in school from 1936 to 1940. I started with
Kashmir (Thomas house) and shifted to the new
Jaipur house on Skinners. I've lost most of my
friends on account of old age. I'm 93 now! Having
had a dozen surgical interventions, I'm yet not retired.
Maybe now tired, but certainly retreaded! (Three
artificial joints!)
I owe a lot to Doon going back to Foot’s days who
taught us the value of looking after the not-sofortunate and to be transparent in an increasingly
opaque world.
I took my SC in 1940 though I could have taken it in
1939; the HM thought I was not old enough.
I remember our Maths teacher - Cherubala
Pathyapura Shivarama Menon (aka Cost Price/
Selling Price) very well, getting to know what CPS
stood for on an addressed letter, I was told from
Cambridge, was something new for us from the
North! TN Viyas another Maths teacher - statics,
dynamics and hydrostatics who was better known as
Pehlwan (in charge of wrestling).
The last issue of The Rose Bowl that I got along
ago, told me of the passing away of my old friend
PL Roy from Barisal of boxing fame. I never met
him after 1939.
Incidentally, I was responsible with the approval of
Mr Agarwal (Chemistry) for producing the first tin of
phenyl which was manufactured by The Doon School
Company. Hence Dosco!
Change is what we cannot accommodate. I started
with Napierian logarithm, graduated to the slide rule,
then the EAM calculators, followed by the hand held
calculators, then the computers. Now we live in a digital
world - the simplest but really complicated. Binary does
not recognise any boundaries at any level.

In the closing years of my life, I have seen so much
happen. May we have the good sense to understand
that humankind is one; that pluralism is good for us,
that above all, progress can only befall us if we put
our thinking caps on and look at commonalities first,
to devise better ways of governing ourselves.
I held it truth, with him who sings.
To one clear harp, in divers tones
That men may rise on stepping stones.
Of their dead selves to higher things!
(Excerpted from ‘In Memoriam’ by Alfred Tennyson)
Masood ‘Android’ Hasan
146 J, 1940
This letter was sent to Sheel Sharma, Secretary, DSOBS

Dear Govind,
Your editorial in The Rose Bowl of October 2017 is
the most matter-of-fact prose I have read over a long
period of time.
I am in touch with School only through the
Hyderabad house OBs who visit Dehra Dun from time
to time. Otherwise, I rely on The Rose Bowl. I have
been back a couple of times over the last 70 years,
but even that was quite a while ago. My wife had two
first cousins at School – Raza and Asghar Zaheer,
both senior to me – but I felt that she should get a
feel of Chandbagh to complete her liberal education
properly. The prompting came from JAKM himself!
We were very attached to him. He was a wonderful
man. I am Hyderabadi through an old family line,
going back to the days of Asaf Jah, the first Nizam
of Hyderabad; but a pucca Kashmiri, as far as School
is concerned. I was at Welham Preparatory School
(1941-42) – in Olly’s time - before I became a Dosco.
With every good wish for the future,
Dr Aminuddin Khan
22 K, 1948
5
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OLD BOYS’ NEWS
The Doon School Old Boys’ Society celebrates its
80th anniversary this year. As part of this advent, The
DSOBS has officially adopted a version of The Doon
School lamp as its logo, which will run together with
the motto, ‘An Aristocracy of Service’. This you will
see on the cover of this ‘Armed Forces’ January 2018
edition of The Rose Bowl. “Up to this point, we have
used the School’s motto, ‘Knowledge Our Light' with
the School lamp as the logo for The DSOBS.
It was time for us to adopt our own motto as
a unique institution of The Doon School" said
Jaswinder Singh Bull, President of The DSOBS.
Congratulations to the President and Society, all Old
Boys, Dosco families, well-wishers and community
members who have helped The DSOBS grow, evolve
and go from strength to strength as a groundbreaking and unique alumni society. Go Dosco!

17 December, 2017 at The Doon School and
Abhimanyu Cricket Academy grounds.

The annual Doon versus Mayo Gibson Golf
Tournament 2017 was played at Jaypee Greens
Golf Resort, Greater Noida on 18th November,
2017. May beat out Doon 13.5 to 11.5. Well done
Mayo! Next time Dosco!

The Doscos at the Calcutta Bash

The Annual Quadrangular Cricket Tournament
contested between the alumni of Doon, Mayo,
Sanawar and Scindia was played over 16-

The respective Captains with the Headmaster
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The Calcutta Chapter of The DSOBS held a
‘Socials’ style event on Friday, December 1st at the
Royal Calcutta Golf Club (RCGC). It is reported that
a good time was had by all.

Ankur Bahl (193 J, 1976)

travelled to the South Pole this
month to raise funds for a scholarship to Doon for boys from an armed
forces background. Capt. Bahl skied
to the South Pole en route to The
Adventurer's Grand Slam over 8-10
days with gale force winds and poor
visibility in temperatures between -40
and -50 degrees Celsius.
After successfully scaling seven
summits including Mt Everest, Ankur
is just two poles away from completing the Adventurer's Grand Slam.
Only 50 people have ever
completed this challenge.
Congratulations Ankur!
Onward and upward!
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Chhota Haazri for All

Three old boys have turned a daily
school bane (or boon depending on how
much you loved early mornings) into a
business. Arjun Midha (580 T), Dhruv
Agarwal (596 J) and Karan Shinghal
(531 J) from the batch of 2013 mutually
loathed roadside chai in Mumbai and
kicked off the idea to make their own
cutting chai and supply it to the city.
Their Haazri Special Cutting chai
is a unique blend of natural spices with
tea leaves from Dibrugarh, Assam.

Gaurav ‘Katy’ Gupta, (456 K, 1993) has been
appointed CEO of Qatar National Bank in India.
QNB is the largest financial institution in the
Middle East & Africa, and Gaurav leads the team
which started operations in India in 2017. He is
one of the youngest CEOs to head a bank in India,
and is based out of Mumbai. He looks forward
to hearing from Doscos and Old Boys and can
be reached at gaurav.gupta@qnb.com.
Congrats Gaurav!
Jai Inder Singh Chopra (601 T, 1995) has launched
Travel Wagon – a travel company that specializes
in wildlife excursions and off-beat camping
experiences in north, central and north-eastern
India. Find them on travelwagon.in and for
enquiries call +91 9815625324.
Nipurn Datta (62 O, 2014) secured rank 1 in the
UPSC-Combined Defence Services Examination
2017, and will be joining the Indian Military
Academy. We wish Nipurn all the best, and the
entire school fraternity is proud of his achievement
making him yet another exemplar of The DSOBS
motto, of an ‘aristocracy of service’.

Just under a year old with 25 more
stores planned, the boys are selling
1500 cups a day. At 20 rupees a cup,
school memories are a steal. Haazri
also offers a snack menu you probably
didn’t get at School.
To find out if you can get Chhota Haazri at
your office or home, or support the boys,
call Dhruv at +91-9004986320 or
email at dhruv@haazri.com

SPECIAL GENERAL
BODY MEETING (EGM)
of The DSOBS
10 March, 2018
India International Center,
Lodi Road, New Delhi
04.30 pm onwards, followed by drinks and dinner.
Contact DSOBS Secretariat for more details.
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OBITUARIES
Dev Kumar Mukerji (48 J, 1943) passed away on 11th
December, 2017 in Madras. He was one of the best
cricketers Doon produced in his day. His wife, Daphne
passed away some months ago. Our hearts go out to
the Mukerji family.

We are stunned and shocked by the sudden and
unexpected passing of Rahil Arora (628 H, 2015) on
18th December, 2017 while home on a university
break. Our thoughts and prayers are with Rahil’s
family, his batchmates and friends. God speed.

Dr Krishnamoorthy Srinivas (186 T, 1949) passed
away on 31st October, 2017. Our heartfelt
condolences to the Srinivas family.

Col SS Singhal, father of Sanjiv Singhal, (528 J,
1976) passed away on 6th December, 2017. Our
heartfelt condolences go out to Sanjiv and all
members of his family.

Inder Lal Sethi (200 T, 1955) passed away on 28th
October, 2017, in Bangalore. Our thoughts and
prayers are with the Sethi family. He is survived by his
wife, Shyama and sons Ashish and Anuj.
Nalin Nirula (156 K, 1966) passed away on 18th
December, 2017. Our heartfelt condolences to his son
Arjun Nirula and brother Deepak Nirula (165 K, 1968)
and all members of their family.
Pradeep Chowdhry (82 J, 196*), son of Pradhyumna
Kumar Chowdhry (103 J, 1941), brother of Arvind
Chowdhry (89 J, 1966) and father of Parjanya
Chowdhry (109 J, 1998) passed away on 19th
December, 2017. Our deepest condolences go out to
all the members of his family.
Shantanu Jha (40 J, 1983) passed away on 23rd,
December, 2017. Our thoughts and prayers are with
the Jha family.

Aruna Sharma, wife of Suresh ‘Billa’ Sharma (245 K,
1963) passed away on 16th November 2017. Our
thoughts and wishes go out to Suresh, his sons
Varun (415 K, 1993) and Rahul (14 K, 1996), and all
members of their family.
Mohini Maliah, wife of Pushpendra Maliah (63 J,
1955) passed away on 12th October, 2017. Our
prayers and thoughts go out to her sons Kamlendra
(808 J, 1981) and Sanjay (21 J, 1983), and grandson
Keshav Maliah (352 J).
Errata
In the October 2017 issue of The Rose Bowl we
erroneously reported Simon (302 K, 2004) and Michelle
Talukdar as the grandparents of Adira Lael Talukdar,
when in fact they are Adira’s parents. Apologies for
mixing up parents and promoting Simon and Michelle
to ‘grand’ titles ahead of time!

DSOBS Stickers
Three stickers of the official Old Boys' logo have been included
in this issue of The Rose Bowl, compliments of The DSOBS.
An Aristocracy of Service
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Feel free to show them off with pride!
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An Aristocracy of Service

DSOBS - NEPAL Get-together
23-25 February, 2018

23.02.18 : Inauguration of The DSOBS Nepal Earthquake
Relief School Shelters, meeting local dignitaries, dinner
hosted by The Chaudhary Foundation
24.02.18 : Diversity Committee Meet

Hosted by The Choudhary Foundation
Nirvana Choudhary (473 J, 2000), Rahul Choudhary (577 J, 2001) & Varun Choudhary (319 J, 2004)

An Aristocracy of Service

India Today Conclave
2018 charts a new
course amidst
stranger tides
and lets you navigate
the all-new map of
the world.

March 9-10, 2018
Grand Hyatt,
Mumbai

Uncover. Engage. Experience. Immerse.
EMINENT SPEAKERS INCLUDE

Hillary Rodham Clinton

Capt. Amarinder Singh

l Brochure in Summit Kit

Sabyasachi Mukherjee

Gulzar

Sourav Ganguly

l Special delegate rate of Rs. 50,000/- for The Doon School members

l Reserved table with The Doon School branding for members

Please contact: sakshi.kohli@aajtak.com for reservations
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LETTER FROM

The President of The DSOBS
Dear Dosco,
Greetings from The DSOBS and heartiest
congratulations to you all, as our Society turns 80
this year !
It has been a little over a year since I took over as the
President of your Society, from R.P.N. Singh, who,
incidentally, along with some Presidents & senior
Doscos, was instrumental in re-visiting and creating

My term began with ‘demonetisation(!)’ followed
by the refurbishment & upgrading of the
Secretariat. We now have a conference room with
audio-visual facilities and an ante-chamber for
small get-togethers. As a Dosco you are welcome
to use these facilities to conduct your meetings,
conferences, get-togethers etc.
We spearheaded the formation of a league of
alumni societies by getting together the alumni
of like-minded public schools, coordinated by
Raghuvendra Singh. ‘The Alumni League’ has
13 members as of now and you will see a lot of
joint activities taking place in the times to come,
starting with The Alumni Conclave, proposed in
the first half of 2018. We gave full support to the
Welham Girls Alumni Association (WGAA) as they
celebrated 60 years of their School and even held
their AGM at the Secretariat.
A lot of path-breaking activities and initiatives
have taken place in the last year – The
Chandbagh Accord was signed between the
School & The DSOBS (it defines the working
relationship between the Old Boys & the School,

Top: Kolkata Socials with the Welhamites.
Bottom: The golfers share a photo-op with the President

the final ‘Vision Statement’ of our Society. I thought
it was time that I communicate with you to give
an update of the activities of the Society, the new
initiatives that we have taken up and the progress we
have made, as a Society, in this period.
10
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fraternity to President Munjal and the School.
The DSOBS lamp logo, designed by Late Sudhir
Khastagir (a renowned artist and the first Art

The 'harlequins' are back

the continuance of legacy admissions and mutual
cooperation in fund raising for the School, among
others); A full time memorabilia store - DOSCOBILIA
- opened in School. It is the first of its kind in any
educational institution in the country; The President
of he DSOBS was invited by the HM to conduct
Assembly at School, again, something that never
happened earlier; The Headmaster & Chairman
inter-acted with and briefed arents of boys sitting for
the entrance exam, at the Secretariat, again a first ;
Unstinted efforts resulted in getting the ‘Harlequin’
(the iconic grey & blue games shirt) back in the
school uniform.
I must specially thank Mr. Gautam Thapar, who as
Chairman of the Board of Governors of the School,
along with the Headmaster, has been extremely
supportive of The DSOBS in all our endeavors. On
behalf of The DSOBS, I extend a warm welcome to
President Sunil Kant Munjal, who has taken over
as Chairman of the School, and I am sure that the
working relationship between the School & the
Society will be further strengthened in the times to
come. I assure full support and cooperation of the

Change of Guard - Gautam Thapar welcomes Sunil Munjal

Teacher at School), was frozen, eliminating
several versions that were floating around. We
also created our own motto – “An Aristocracy of
Service”. The oft-quoted words are taken from
the speech made by our founder Headmaster, Mr.
Arthur E. Foot, at the inauguration of the School, in
1935, where he spoke of the founding principles,
fundamentals and vision of starting a school like

Ankur Behl followed his Everest conquest last year with a
successful mission to the South Pole in January, 2018

store.doonschool.com

11

THE ROSEBOWL | JANUARY 2018
The Doon School. Generations of Doscos continue
to be inspired by the immortal words of Mr. Foot.
Incidentally, Ankur Behl, who has conquered the
highest peaks in all the continents, trekked to the
South Pole and planted The DSOBS flag there, just
a few weeks back !

legends of Chandbagh, by continuing to extend
support to the John Martyn Memorial School.
For your information, Mr. John Martyn served
as the Headmaster of the School and both as
the Secretary and later President of The DSOBS.
A memorial service was held at the Secretariat
for Gulab Ramchandani, the first Old Boy
Headmaster, who sadly passed away on April
13, 2017. This was very well attended by Doscos
of all age groups.

Arvinder Singh pledged funds for langar sewa for a year

Taking inspiration from our own motto, we have
been focusing on serving the under-privileged and
needy. In collaboration with Delhi Langar Sewa
Society (DLSS) of Gurvinder S. Dhingra (Bicky), we
have fed close to 70,000 poor patients and their
attendants in the last year and we have targeted
to feed 150,000 hungry people in 2018. Arvinder
Singh Johar has pledged to fund the Langar
once a week for the entire year. I must thank all
the other Doscos who have donated generously
for this cause. The fraternity came together to
support the people of Nepal after it was struck
with devastating earthquakes some time back.
We provided aid in cash & kind. Two schools &
several homes have been built from the aid sent
by us. Varun Chaudhary spearheaded this Nepal
Earthquake Relief Initiative on our behalf. The
Govt. of Nepal is extremely appreciative of our
efforts. We have also pledged to continue the
legacy of the Late John Martyn, one of the living
12

Under our ‘An Aristocracy of Service’ initiative,
The DSOBS shall support and wherever possible,
participate in the initiatives taken up by Doscos.
We are already extending our support to several
such initiatives, like – Terry Fox Run (Gurmeet
Singh), Nanhi Chhaon Foundation (President

Anish Kapoor donated his prize money for Syrian refugees
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Harpal Singh), Saving our Rivers (Vikram Lal), Cervical
Cancer Awareness Amongst Women (President Arun
Bharat Ram), Sowing Goodwill (Indrave S. Mann),
Bravehearts Don’t Die - Cheetah (Arjun Sahay), Project
Deeyaa (Junaid Altaf), Donation of the C.R. Irani Book
Collection to the School’s library by Gautam Sharma,
Sunny’s Amaanat (Late Sunny Singh & Aditya Singh),
Donating for the Syrian refugees (Anish Kapoor), The
Barefoot College (Sanjit ‘Bunker’ Roy), Holding Video

New flags were funded by Doscos for the last DS-MUN at School

The DSOBS to the Bursary Fund of the School
continues to grow every year.

The Smart Classrooms have become quite the rage on
campus for teaching

Workshops with the School boys (Aditya N. Singh),
the list is endless. Many Doscos are doing wonderful
charitable work in different spheres and in different
geographies and there are many willing Dosco donors
who want to contribute, but, in many cases, are wary
of their contributions being misused. Under our
“An Aristocracy of Service” banner we have created
a platform to make the members of the fraternity
aware about all the good work being done by fellow
Doscos. This not only inspires others but also gives
them a platform to learn from, participate with and
also contribute to.
With our prime focus being on the School itself,
we have continued to support the School in
every endeavor they have sought our assistance
in. Doscos from different age groups came
forward and donated 10 Smart Classrooms to
the School and new flags for the DS-MUN. I must
thank Dhruv Choudhrie, Tejpal S. Hora, Sunjay
Kapur and several others who willingly stepped
up to contribute for the flags. Contribution of

Engagement and fellowship within the Dosco
fraternity is at a new high. This is evident from the
participation in sporting and other social activities.
Through the year we have played various sports,
amongst ourselves, against the School and against
alumni of other Schools. All the annual fixtures have
been held successfully. It has been wonderful to see
the turnout and the sporting spirit of generations of
Doscos. Donny Singh, Abhishek Misra, Karam Rai
Mehra, Kunal Sharma, Shiv Raj Palta, Arun Khanna,
Gurmeet Singh and a host of Doscos, young and
the young at heart & spirit, made this a great year
for sport.Attendance at decadial and jubilee gettogethers during Founder’s and at regional and class
get-togethers has been overwhelming. Malvinder
Mohan Singh spearheaded the International Agenda
Sub-Committee of The DSOBS and wonderful gettogethers were organized by - Arjun Sahay, Nimai
Swarup & Vivek Thadhani in London, Amit Sawhney
& Shubho Ghosh in New York, Ravi Chaudhry
& Anup Israni in Toronto, Arjun Jolly & Kunal
Bhargava in Singapore. Closer home The DSOBS
Regional Reps left no stone unturned in ensuring
well-attended Dosco congregations - Ravi Singhee
(Madras), Saurabh Dudhoria (Calcutta), Nitin Bhatia
(Hyderabad), Vijay Dutt (Bangalore), Michael Dalvi and
Manav Kochar (Dehra Dun), Harsh Rohatgi, Apurv
Agarwal & Vinayak Bahuguna (Bombay), Jai Inder S.
Chopra (Chandigarh). Doscos have been meeting up
13
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all over the world – in Batch Get-togethers, Regional
Get-togethers and just catching up as a bunch.
Memorabilia is a major focus area for the Society.
During the past year the quality of memorabilia
products has been further upgraded and systems
have been streamlined to ensure that Doscos can
procure top quality products with great ease. Tarun
Tahiliani, Donny Singh, Vivek Seth, Rohit Badhwar,
Sameer Mehra, Samrath Bedi and several others have
worked overtime to put things in order.
The AGM saw the attendance of the highest
number of Doscos, in recent years. The format of
the AGM was changed this year, in keeping with
the ‘digital age.’ Ashutosh Goyal, Jt. Secretary, gave
a power-point presentation that eliminated the
system of long (repetitive and sometimes boring)
speeches. Close to a thousand people attended
the “Sundowner” organized in Delhi last November.
Also, there were a record number of applicants
for the posts falling vacant in the Executive
Committee this year.
I must thank Akashdeep S. Puri, Abhishek Misra.
Samarjit Gaekwad and Tarun Sawhney, who, along
with a large number of Doscos, have come forward
and picked up the baton by supporting the Society
in various ways. Former Australian Cricket Captain,
Michael Clark visited the Secretariat and was very
impressed with our initiatives, particularly those

under Aristocracy of Service. Upon observing the
activities and initiatives of the Society, several
corporates, including highly respected multinational organisations, have approached us for
partnering with us in our initiatives and events.
They have been truly inspired by our Aristocracy
of Service initiatives and are in awe of the Dosco
spirit and bonding.
As Doscos spread to all corners of the world,
The DSOBS provides them with a platform to
get together and stay in touch with each other.
We have carved out Western U.P. & Odisha as
new Regions of The DSOBS. With Chicago also
becoming a Region, the US now has 5 Regions. We
will continue to add to these, as need arises, in the
coming times.
The major forthcoming initiatives and activities
of The DSOBS are – publishing of the 5th edition
of The Dosco Record (1936-2019), sponsored by
Cox & Kings, courtesy Chitranjan Bakshi & Bawa
Mohit Singh; The Alumni Conclave; Restoration
& Refurbishment of Tata House and Kashmir &
Hyderabad House buildings; The Dosco Affinity Card;
Sotheby’s Global Luxury Realty Conclave, specially
crafted for DSOBS; Selection of a new Vice President
of The DSOBS; Annual Get-togethers coming up in
Singapore, Toronto, New York, Nepal, London etc.;
and, most importantly, the Special General Body

The fabulously attended Dosco - Welhams Socials in Bangalore on January 20, 2018

14
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Meeting (EGM) of the Society, scheduled for March
10, 2018. You would be proud to know that The
DSOBS has been invited to Partner the India Today
Conclave, which will be hosted in Mumbai on March
9th & 10th, 2018.
I humbly urge you all to come forth and support
the above initiatives and participate in the
activities, just as you all have come forward in
supporting all the other activities and initiatives
taken up by The DSOBS, in the past. The DSOBS
is, after all, your Society and you are a stakeholder.
With costs escalating drastically over the last
couple of decades and the steep rise in the number
of initiatives being taken up the Society, particularly
under the “An Aristocracy of Service” banner, it
is evident that the Society would be faced with
extreme fund constraints. At the risk of repetition,
I would again like to thank Mr. Gautam Thapar
most profusely, who, as Chairman of the Board
of Governors, observed the financial constraints
of the Society and suggested that we increase
our Membership Subscription, in a phased
manner, over the next few years. I also thank
the Headmaster and the School in supporting
us in this. A handsome portion of this increased
subscription will be donated to the School in The
DSOBS Bursary Fund.
I have no words to thank my seniors, both from
the Collegium and otherwise, who have been my
guiding lights, giving wise counsel, supporting
me and standing by me right through the year.
Mr. Vikram Lal, President Dhruv Sawhney,
President Lalit Nirula, President Darshan Singh,
President Harpal Singh, President Kishore Lahiri,
Mr. Chandra Vijay Singh, the list is endless.
(President Kishore Lahiri, Advocate, has spent
a lot of time, through the year in creating & fine
tuning several legal documents.) Their blessings
have given me enormous strength to be able to
create strategies & initiatives and carry them
through with full conviction.
I would also like to take this opportunity to thank

the Headmaster, Mr. Matthew Raggett, for being
highly appreciative of the initiatives of The DSOBS,
hosting the old boys’ teams in all sports fixtures,
actively participating in The DSOBS activities all
over the world and for his unstinted support to and
cooperation with the Society. A special mention
is due for Wg. Cdr. Anupama Joshi (Director of
Personnel) and Director Alumni Relations – our
own, Rishabh Sharma, earlier, and now, Arjun
Bartwal along with Anupama Rawat, for hosting
old boys’ who are visiting school and in helping the
Society and the fraternity, at large. I would also like
to acknowledge Kritika Nautiyal for relentlessly,
propagating school’s social media campaign.
You are reading this letter of mine because the
Avantha Group of Gautam Thapar continues to
sponsor the paper for the Rose Bowl. Govind Dhar,
the editor, has been doing a wonderful job and
Sunil Gupta ‘Melly’, our ‘go to’ man for everything
that needs to be designed and printed and
delivered ‘just in time’, every time.
I wish to put on record the unstinted support I have
received from my Vice President - Rahul Kohli,
the Executive Committee, the Class & Regional
Reps and the Secretariat, particularly Ashutosh
Goyal, Jt. Secretary, who has continuously burnt
the midnight oil, throughout the year. They have
always been there behind the scene, working
untiringly for the Society and the School. I thank
you all for all your love and support given to me
over the past year. It has been very encouraging
and I hope you will continue to shower your
blessings in the coming year too.
I end by wishing you and your loved ones, the
Dosco Family, a Happy, Healthy, Prosperous &
Peaceful New Year.
Yours Sincerely,
Jaswinder Singh Bull
(344 J, 1986)
President, The Doon School Old Boys’ Society
15
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Remembering Hanuwant
Digvijay ‘Bamby’ Singh
269 K, 1965

Hanuwant, our very dear friend, passed away in
Mussoorie, on 30th June, 2017. We bade him
farewell at Haridwar, on the banks of the Ganga on
1st July. His two sons, Yudhister and Kirat along
with grandsons Sangram and Samar were present
among relatives and friends. It was indeed a sad
day for all present.
We were fortunate to have known this wonderful
personality from our School days. Being in the
same class and house (Kashmir) the memories
go back to the early 1960s. Happy days with
mid-terms, cycling in the Doon valley, treks in the
mountains and rafting on the Yamuna on cold
winter mornings. He was always cheerful and
friendly with all around him. A good sportsman
who played most games and represented the
school in Hockey. He was Kashmir house football
captain and in our final year was appointed,
House Captain. Popular yet strict when necessary,
Hanuwant maintained discipline well.
Hanuwant was happiest with his family. Kumkum,
a loving and devoted wife, was always by his
side. In the last five years all her time was taken
up with his health and well-being and she is to
be admired for her hard work and tireless effort.
Yudhister and Janavi, and Kirat and Gautami were
a great support to their parents through this very
difficult time. Hanuwant was extremely close to his
grandsons and you could see the happiness in his
face, as he saw them grow.
Hanuwant was made Class Rep in 2008 and
was primarily responsible for getting our batch
together. He contacted many of us and got us
to meet, as well as discuss and plan our 50th
16

reunion or golden jubilee in 2015. Hanuwant and
Kumkum have hosted the finest gatherings at their
beautiful homes in Delhi and Mussoorie with great
generosity. Always warm and friendly, they looked
after each person at the occasion.
A small group from our 1965 batch, got together
and we went on safaris to Corbett, Tadoba,
Kanha and Bandhavgarh. These trips were
most enjoyable and unforgettable. Besides the
excitement of sighting (or trying to sight) the tiger,
there was chatter and banter, humour, ‘leg pulling’
and old school stories – most of which we had
heard many times but were happy to repeat or
hear again. Perhaps it had the air of mid-terms
long gone by. Our last trip was to Bandhavgarh in
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December 2016. Hanuwant was in great form, did
not miss a single safari and was always the first
for evening drinks; ticking off others for being even
a few minutes late. We celebrated his birthday
there, not knowing that it would be his last.
The final five years of his life were perhaps his
most difficult. Hanuwant’s battle with cancer
started in 2012. During these years he displayed
some of his finest qualities. Bright and cheerful to
the end, he never showed any fear or anxiety and
never sought pity. He said he had had a wonderful
life and if this was the end, so be it. His was a
profile of courage; his attitude always stoic. He
was happy even to discuss the pros and cons of
his illness. Till the end, there was great composure,
peace and an immense dignity about Hanuwant
which was admirable.
Farewell Hanuwant! We shall miss you. In spirit,
you shall always be with us.

The Hospitable
Harry Hassanwalia
339 H, 1965

While the bonds of friendship began in school
where we were classmates, though in different
houses, they continued to blossom in the years
ahead. Sometimes we met and sometimes we
received news from other class fellows as we
got busy with career and family. And then, with
the busy years behind us, it was time to catch
up again. My regard for Hanuwant grew when he
took over as our class rep. His relentless drive
ensured we were contacted and apprised of all
developments to do with Doon at 75 and then our
Class of ’65 golden jubilee reunion. A fantastic
celebration was put together for the latter. The
hospitality and warmth from him and his loving
wife, Kumkum, showed no bounds. A gracious
host, gentle, quiet and ever the self-effacing royal.
When he went into ICU in February with infection, I

could not visit him, as I was suffering from a chest
infection that could have been contagious. By the
time I recovered, so had he, and we met in April,
the evening I was flying out home to Canada. We
planned to meet again in September in Mussoorie.
Sadly, that is not to be. Sleep well dear friend.

The Milk Fan
Pratapvir Singh
136 T, 1965

I have so many memories of the years and time
we spent together. My association with Hanuwant
started in School and later in Hindu College, New
Delhi till the day we lost him.
Very few would know of his love for flavoured milk.
In college, we would go to Kamla Nagar and have
DMS flavoured milk, which he would also take back
home - a crate on many occasions.
After college in Delhi, he went to London for higher
studies; and we kept in close touch through letters
and via other members of his family.
I attended his wedding and was part of the
baraat to Bharatpur. It was a fabulous, grand and
exclusive wedding with all of us being driven down
to Bharatpur in ceremonial dresses - achkan, saafa,
swords et al. All the cars bore state red number
plates and flags.
Years passed by and we kept in touch. Hanuwant
was the class representative of the 1965 batch.
Though not very well, he still organised the gettogether in School in October 2015 and managed
excellent donations for the school staffs’ girl
children. The lunch at Nabha Claridges was the
culmination of the 1965 get-together.
I remember going to his house for beer and
sumptuous lunches. For a change, we would
go, after beer at his house, to Moti Mahal Deluxe
restaurant for lunch.
17
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I last met Hanuwant on 25th May, 2017, before he
left for Mussoorie. He said, after he gets better and
comes back from Mussoorie, he would come to
my house for beer and we would go to a restaurant
close by. I told him, that this time it would not be
just the two of us but our families as well. Alas,
that was not to be.
It was a very touching goodbye at his cremation in
Haridwar, as I bid adieu to my childhood friend with
whom I had forged a bond like no other.

The Modest
Harpal Singh

presence ensured life in every setting. The annual
collective visit to game parks, the last one to
Bandhavgarh, was a high point that kept the joy
bubbling till the next visit. Our plan to be at Pench
this year will have Hanuwant be with us in every
way other than physical, and that's a presence we
will immensely miss. Hanuwant, the friend, family
man, host was a human being beyond compare
and will always remain the Maharaja especially of
the 1965 batch of The Doon School.

The Royal
Anil Wassan
291 J, 1965

322 H

From School to the time he passed away there was
always something special about Hanuwant. The
self-effacing maharaja was decency personified.
Never one to speak ill about anyone and always
ready to pay a compliment, he preferred silence
than to do anybody down. He kept a close circle
of friends with whom he enjoyed evenings over
Scotch, sumptuous food and bonhomie marked
by recalling escapades of yesteryear. He was a
family man and could spend days and weeks with
his children and grandchildren in the salubrious
surroundings of his estate amongst the pines in
Mussoorie. A gracious host who was always the
last to pick up a plate ensuring that all others had
been well-attended before helping himself. For
our group, fondly called the Bandhavgarh tigers,
Hanuwant was the evergreen partner whose

Hanuwant and I were in different houses, but
bonded as classmates. We were both on the
school hockey team. In the summer of June
1965, we made a trip to YPS, Patiala to play
a cricket match. A hockey match with Nabha
Public School was especially added to the trip
because Hanuwant was on our team. It was a very
enjoyable trip. We were driven in royal style from
Patiala to Nabha and had a sumptuous dinner
organized at the Nabha palace. The next day we
were invited for lunch to Nabha Public School and
were very embarrassed when the whole school
stood up as we entered the common dining room.
I don't remember much of the hockey match but
Hanuwant reminded me that we won the match.
Hanuwant, we miss you and will always remember
you with fond memories.

DSOBS - Singapore
Get-together

27 March, 2018
Kunal Bhargava
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Memories of Tony Singh
School Football Team (1954)

Standing left to right: Ashok Malik, Rajbir Singh, Mr. Sardar Mohammad, Ajay Mallick, Inderpal Sethi
Sitting: Bahadur Singh, Harinderjit Singh (Billy), Tony, Abhay Singh (Captain), Keshab Chowdhury, Arshad Rashid (Sufi)
and Manavendra Varma (Bheem)

School Hockey Team (1954)

Tony Singh sitting 2nd from the left
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My Friend, Tom Alter
RP Devgan

Tom addresses the School boys on Independence Day

Tom Alter was a human being extraordinaire.
It was in the late 1960s that I met Tom at the
Dehradun District Athletics Meet. I was 20-yearsold, the youngest master at The Doon School. It
was a great event in those days and Woodstock
School had a very good team. Tom was a middle
distance runner and ran the short marathon of
9km. He ran the race every year for as long as I can
remember. He just liked running, and fitness was a
way of life for him. I would join him on my bicycle
and try to encourage him. More than that, it was
just being together for the 9kms till one entered the
Chakrata Road Gate and finished on the main field.
Once I remember he was on set in Goa as a film
actor, when Amjad Khan of Sholay fame was taken
ill and shooting was cancelled. This happened a
day before the District Sports Tournament was to
be held in Dehra Dun. He flew to Mumbai, then took
an evening flight to Delhi, got onto the night bus to
Dehra Dun and was at my house at 4:30am all set
to run the marathon the following morning. Such
was his love for running, and for the Dehradun
District Sports meet.
20

It was Tom who helped me introduce the Motley
Theatre Group to The Doon School. Tom, Benjamin
Gilani and Naseeruddin Shah would come every year
and perform in the Rose Bowl. Waiting for Godot was
their most memorable performance. It was then that
their Cricket Club, The MCC (Matchcut Cricket Club)
started touring Dehradun and Mussoorie annually. It
became an event at Doon and Woodstock. The team
would include people like Jalal Agha, Naseeruddin
Shah, Ashok Ghai, Baba, Vishal Bharadwaj and
other great characters. Cricket was played with
great intensity and the evenings were always most
memorable. With no dearth of characters around, the
evenings were a guaranteed riot.
In 1972, I was sent by The Doon School to the
Army School of Physical Training Poona to do a
two-month course in athletics. Tom and Mithun
Chakarborty were at that time, in the Film Institute.
There too, Tom started a cricket team. I was
enrolled into the team as a guest player and every
weekend I would end up playing cricket for the
FTII. Tom's enthusiasm was contagious.
The most memorable match we played together
was Sheel Vohra's farewell match at the Roshnara
Club in Delhi. We were on the same team along
with Bishen Singh Bedi, Kapil Dev and Atul Wasan.
I still remember how excited he was to be playing,
along with the two all-time greats of the game.
Tom, Naseeruddin Shah and I were great tennis
rivals. Every time they visited School, tennis
matches were a must. It was always great fun. To
top it all, our matches had the most willing and
enthusiastic ball boys!
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him are when we were in Mohali together for three
days. He was staying with us. I remember the last
hug when we parted at the Mohali airport - those
blue eyes, the optimism in them, and the words
"See you RP, look after yourself".
Rest in peace my friend. The people of Doon Valley
and Mussoorie will miss you.

Tom had a long association with the School

Tom became very much a part of Doon School
Motley Theatre Group and the MCC Cricket Club
became part of the School calendar. Tom was one
of the most versatile characters. He spoke fluent
Hindi, Punjabi and Urdu. In fact he was one of the
few actors who could also read the Urdu script.

Fondly known as RP, and for bamboozling
students on spelling tests with 'hiccough' as the
spelling for 'hiccup', Mr Devgan was a master,
housemaster and tutor at The Doon School from
1968-1995, known especially for his cricketing
and squash coaching abilities.

Tom was a lovely human being. He was always
ready to help and his contribution to the fields of
sports and theatre for Mussoorie and Dehra Dun
was immense. He was a great role model to many
a youngster, and adored and admired by so many.
The last time I spoke to Tom was on 15th August
2017, when he was at The Doon School. I could
not meet him but I could sense that he was in pain.
He seemed to be in a hurry to get back to Mumbai.
We were to meet a week or so later in Mussoorie
for the screening of a short film based on a Ruskin
Bond story entitled The Black Cat in which he had
played a part. Unfortunately, he could not make
it and was hospitalised in Mumbai. I kept getting
news of his health from Benji and his son Jamie.
He desired to be taken home from the hospital
where he breathed his last.
It all came as a terrible shock. It had all happened
too soon. I had seen no signs of it. He, I believe,
kept it all to himself and went on with his daily
life with great courage. Tom was one of the most
versatile characters you can ever come across.
My last, most pleasant memories of being with

Unfurling
national
flag on
Independence
Tom had athe
long
association
with
the School Day
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Alumni Cricket Bash 2017
Donny Singh
878 T, 1982

The teams at the inauguration

The third edition of the much awaited Alumni
Cricket Bash was hosted by The DSOBS at The
Doon School over the 15 -17 December, 2017.
This annual event has become the highlight in
the sporting calendar of all four Alumni – Doon,
Mayo, Daly and Scindia. Each year it has gained
in stature. The old hatchets have long been
buried and the camaraderie that has developed
is beyond imagination.

The participating teams arrived in Dehra Dun
on Friday, 15th December. After a strenuous
net session and high tea, we were all hosted by
headmaster Raggett for dinner at his residence.
All the matches were very competitive and were
played with great sportsmanship. Here is a brief
description of all the matches.
Team Doon: Donny Singh (1982), Sandeep Vij
(1982), Vineet Kunzru (1982), Raghav Mallik
(1984), Asheet Lanba (1987), Pratyush Vaishnav
(2000), Amitoj ‘Johnny’ Singh (2004), Ankur
Joshi (2004), Shivtaj Singh (2006), Vivan Rai
(2008), Rajdeep Deobhanj (2011), Rohan Gupta
(2013), Adhraj Singh (2013), Kabir Sethi (2014)
and Sikandar Suri (2017).
DAY 1 - Match 1: Doon vs Scindia
at ACA grounds

On field action: Doon vs Mayo
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Our first match was against the Scindians at the
ACA Ground. Having been put into to bat first,
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Doon: 108/6 in 18 overs (Kabir Sethi 38, Amitoj 29
– Nitiraj 2/16 and Tejvir 2/24)
Daly won by 5 runs
Man of the Match: Nitiraj Singh (Daly)
Match 3: Mayo vs Daly
at Doon School grounds

A tense moment during the Daly-Doon match

the Doscos made a slow start on a dew soaked
ground. Kabir scored an unbeaten 50. The Doscos
managed to put up 121 in the allotted 20 overs
against some clever Scindian bowling. It is the
bowlers who came to the fore in order to restrict
the Scindians to 108 runs. Standout performers
were Kabir Sethi 4/16, including a three-wicket
over and the always reliable Pratyush Vaishnav
with 2/16. We won this low scoring encounter by
13 runs.

Daly: 146 in 20 overs (Mayurdhwaj 46, Nitiraj
27, Jai Singh 26 – Yugraj 3/23 and Shivarjun
Mandawa 2/17)
Mayo: 149 in 19.5 overs (Sharry Singh 50*, Yugraj
31, Rahul Jain 30 – Nitiraj 2/32, Kamkhya 1/38)
Mayo won by 3 wickets
Man of the Match – Yugraj Singh (Mayo)

Match 4: Mayo vs Scindia
at Doon School grounds
Mayo played all their matches at The Doon School.
In fact, they always bring a solid team to the

Doon: 121/7 in 20 overs (Kabir Sethi 50*, Rajdeep
16, Rohan 14 – Deepak 2/29, Kabir 1/14)
Scindia: 108 for 8 in 20 overs (Deepak 2< Sodhi 17
– Kabir Sethi 4/16 and Pratyush Vaishnav 2/16)
Doon won by 13 runs
Man of the Match – Kabir Sethi (Doon)

Match 2: Doon vs Daly
at ACA grounds
Daly opted to bat first. Their start was explosive,
with Nitiraj playing some beautiful strokes to make
an innings of 41. Looking set for a huge total; our
bowlers did a remarkable job by restricting them
to 113 in 18 overs. The bowling stars were Ankur
Joshi and Vivan Rai. Chasing what looked like a
small target, our batsmen just couldn’t get going,
losing by 5 runs.
Daly: 113/5 in 18 overs (Nitiraj 41, Abhishek 22* Ankur Joshi 1/6 and Vivan Rai 1/11)

The Mayo College boys led by Vir Vikram Yadav

tournament, making the finals every time. Sure
enough they won both their matches, albeit both in
the very last over.
At the end of the first day, all four teams had a
chance to qualify for the all-important final. The
results of the round of matches on day two would
prove decisive for who would make the final.
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Doon won by 35 runs
Man of the Match - Raghav Mallik (Doon)
Match 6: Daly vs Scindia
at ACA Grounds
Daly beat Scindia comfortably by 64 runs, as a
result of which they qualified to take on Doon in
the final.
Man of the Match: Kunal Misra (Scindia)
There was plenty of spectator interest

Scindia: 171 in 20 overs (Bhargav 45, Sodhi 36,
Mayank 30*)
Mayo: 172 in 19.4 overs (Sharry 53*, Yugraj 48 –
Kartik 1/15)
Mayo won 2 wickets
Man of the Match - Sharry Singh (Mayo)

DAY 2 – Match 5: Doon vs Mayo
at Doon School grounds
This turned out to be the match of the
tournament. Being put into bat first, we scored
a mammoth 195 runs. Raghav Mallik (class
of 1984) led the batting with a belligerent 49.
Sikandar Suri (Class of 2017) playing his first
match as an Old Boy, scored an excellent 50 off
30 balls. Both Amitoj ‘Johnny’ Singh and Rohan
Gupta finished the innings off with an all-out
attack on the hapless Mayo bowlers. Chasing
the target of 196 runs was always going to be
a daunting task for the opposing batsmen. In
spite of some aggressive knocks from Sharry,
Rahul and Yugraj, the target proved to be beyond
their reach. The wickets were shared by Asheet,
Raghav, Pratyush and Kabir with two apiece. We
qualified for the final with this big win.
Doon: 195/3 in 20 overs (Sikandar Suri 50*,
Raghav Mallik 49, Amitoj 41*, Rohan Gupta 30)
Mayo: 160/8 in 20 overs (Sharry Singh 38, Yugraj
25- Asheet 2/26, Raghav Mallik 2/23, Pratyush
2/20 and Kabir 2/31)
24

FINAL: DOON vs DALY
at Doon School grounds
Opting to bat first in the final, our batsmen could
not get going against some disciplined bowling
and fielding by Daly. We kept losing wickets at
regular intervals and only managed to get a paltry
score of 96. It was going to be a herculean task to
defend such a small total. We made it difficult for
the Dalian batsmen by getting a few quick wickets
but to no avail. In hindsight, our loss to them in the
first round came back to haunt us.
Doon: 96 in 19 overs v Daly: 98/5 in 17.5 overs
Daly won by 5 wickets
Man of the Match: Shiladitya Singh (Daly)
Man of the Tournament: Nitiraj Singh (Daly)
The 2018 edition of the ACB will be hosted by Daly
College in Indore.

A vote of thanks from the president at the prize giving
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Janajit Ray Remembers - II
Janajit Ray taught English at Doon, and was a
housemaster and tutor between 1989 and 1999. After
serving as principal at Oakridge International School,
Hyderabad and Yadavindra Public School, Mohali,
he has become a full-time educational consultant in
Gurgaon, Haryana.
Aaja meri gaadi mein…
Your first car always holds a special place in
your heart. Mine – an elderly Fiat that cost all
of INR12,000 in 1990 – remains unforgettably
etched in the minds of not only my family but also
certain others who were perhaps more its victims
than beneficiaries. The car had certain age-related
problems. First, it often refused to start normally and
needed to be pushed. Initially, the Foot House boys
found pushing my car good fun. Soon however, they
started making themselves scarce – vanishing en
masse whenever I was seen getting into it. After a
while, whenever and wherever my car was spotted
on campus, its immediate vicinity was characterized
by a mysterious absence of people. My car’s other
ailment involved its door-locking systems which
were a trifle wobbly. On one occasion, a dear student
and school prefect, Ishaan Seth, accompanied
my wife and me in my car to Mr Aslam Khan’s
residence for a customary dinner after the Afzal
Khan Memorial Basketball Tournament. Ishaan sat
in the back. The journey started well and all was fine
till I had to take a somewhat sharp right turn causing
the left rear door to suddenly fly open without any
warning. Shocking as the episode must have been,
our refined Ishaan laughed it off and moved to the
right side of the seat. But shortly thereafter, as I
turned left, it was the right rear door that came
unstuck. The experience of hanging on for dear life
to both the rear doors was so traumatic to the young
man that he decided to return to campus on a bus
arranged by School.
Khaana-peena
Foremost on the minds of residential school
inmates is invariably the school food. Since it is
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near impossible to maintain very high standards in
catering for 600 people, during every meal, the food
served at the Central Dining Hall (CDH) came in for a
lot of criticism. One day at lunch, a few students and
teachers noticed live worms in some of the over-ripe
grapes served that day. Mr Dev Lahiri (DPL), a senior
colleague and housemaster then, who later headed
several famous schools – wasn’t one to let pass
such an opportunity for good fun and immediately
mobilized a group of young teachers and Sc formers
to collect grapes with worms in them from every
table at the CDH. The three or four plates full of such
grapes were then left on the catering manager’s
table along with a note saying, “We thought this was
a vegetarian meal…”
On another occasion at breakfast on a particular
Saturday, The Doon School Weekly broke the news
amidst loud applause and cheering that the CDH had
bagged a contract worth several million dollars from
the Israeli defence ministry for supplying the main
ingredient of the bullet-proof vests worn by its armed
forces - meaning the CDH chapattis. That, my dear
readers, was the origin of the invincible “bullet-proof
chappati” of The Doon School CDH. (I remember a
different origin story for the bulletproof chappati of
Mr Wallia’s CDH. It had to do with a variety show at
the Vittal Mallya MPH put together by the Batch of
1995 starring Ashvin Bhatia and Amrish Kumar, wherein
several teachers were lampooned, including the august
Mr NK Bedhotiya who was depicted as a super hero
flying across the stage on a rope by Mr Bhatia wearing
a cape, neon spandex and outrageous Oakley shades. In
another scene, Amrish Kumar appeared to be under fire of
imaginary bullets. Armed with a chappati from the CDH,
he protected himself, shouting jubilantly, “Hah! Bulletproof chappati!” No doubt this ended up in The Weekly,
which was edited in 1994 by Mr Bhatia himself – Ed.)
Unde ke funde
Undeniably, students too played very intelligent
pranks on us teachers that need to be recalled
perhaps with some admiration. The chief
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protagonist of one such episode was a then
S-former called Ashwin Kumar (incidentally,
Amrish’s older brother – Ed.) – now a successful
film-maker. A group of us were making merry
at the residence of Mr Winston Gomez (WRG)
one evening when Ashwin knocked. “Sir, would
you allow me to fry an egg in your house. I’m
rather hungry,” he said to Mr Gomez. The way he
spoke made us all feel that he had procured an
egg from somewhere and just needed to cook
it. In those days, relationships between students
and teachers were easy enough for us to allow
students in at so-called odd hours. So, WRG
allowed him to use his kitchen. “Where’s the frying
pan, sir?” he asked Mr Gomez, who gave him the
same. “I’d need some cooking oil too, sir,” Ashwin
said and WRG obliged again. He lit the gas stove,
put the fry pan on it and as he was about pour
the oil into it, he dropped the bombshell in the
meekest of voices: “You haven’t given me the egg
as yet, sir.” “What?” asked an incredulous WRG,
“you haven’t brought the egg?” Without batting
an eyelid Ashwin counter-questioned: “Where
would I, a mere school boy, get an egg from?”
My friend knew he had been taken for a ride. He
took out an egg from the fridge, handed it over
to Ashwin and said wearily as an after-thought
pointing out to different spaces in his kitchen, “The
plates are there … the salt and pepper are there …
and if you need some bread and butter that too
is here … now finish off quickly and get back to
your house.” Ashwin had his post-toye snack and
left quite satisfied while we watched Mel Brooks’
History of the World Part I in an almost mournful
atmosphere.

Residence in Backside
No reminiscence of funny incidents on campus
during my tenure at Doon can be concluded without
referring to at least a couple of the infamous
‘backside’ stories. A very dear colleague who was at
Doon for a long time, often regaled us with stories of
his Bengali wife’s stunning Hindi. The best of them
was about the occasion when this elegant lady, while
dining at a posh restaurant, told the waiter who had
brought in the second course too soon after the
starters, “Abhi nahin, abhi nahin … yeh hum pichhu
mein khayega.”
In those days, the masters’ accommodations were
known by the three-letter abbreviation of the teacher
occupying the same. For instance, my abbreviated
name in school was JJR and my residence too
in administrative parlance was called JJR. So,
when a new English teacher – who is today in a
very senior position in school – was allotted the
single-bedroom accommodation contiguous to and
behind my quarters, the notification from the then
Financial Controller and Administrator’s (FCA) office
directed him to “move into JJR’s backside.” I used
to get terribly irritated when he almost gleefully
told people, “I live on JJR’s backside” but held my
peace. However, the worst instance of that particular
administration’s lack of discretion came in the form
of an internal notice pertaining to tree planting on
Independence Day. The notice said, “Teaks – 100
nos. to be planted on ______’s backside.” To make
matters worse, the person in question happened to
be a lady employed at Doon.
Contact Mr Ray on johnojit@gmail.com.

Catch the Birds of Chandbagh before the season ends
Illustrations by Shiv Kunal Verma (182 H, 1976)

The 2017-18
DOON SCHOOL
Table Calendar

Get your copy today at www.store.doonschool.com, anubhav@consortiumgifts.com, +91 9650070283
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The Doon 7s Cup Returns
Prithipal ‘Pepe’ Singh Dugal
588 T, 1980

The teams and organisers at the inauguration

The Doon Cup, a football tournament for school
children from across India, had its inaugural
edition in April 2016. Pepe and his team organised
the second edition of this tournament in the first
week of April 2017. However, the name had to
be changed to The Doon 7s Cup as there were a
number of local tournaments using similar names
to The Doon Cup.

Alwar Public School, Cambrian Hall, Dehra
Dun, Gautam International, Dehra Dun, Selaqui
International School, Dehra Dun, Shri Ram School,
Dehra Dun, Tagore International School, New Delhi,
YPS, Mohali.

This year, School agreed once more to
accommodate 200 people for 5 days, an increase
from last year when they accommodated 120
people for 2 days. The increase in accommodation
allowed more teams to participate, whilst providing
for both a boys and girls tournament to be played;
it was an all-girls affair in 2016.

The girls’ edition was played over April 5th and 6th
with the following teams participating:
Cambrian Hall, Dehra Dun, Doon Football Academy,
Dehra Dun, Him Jyoti School, Dehra Dun, Vantage
Hall, Dehra Dun, Vasant Valley School, New Delhi,
Vidya Devi Jindal School, Hissar, Woodstock
School, Mussoorie and YPS, Mohali.

The response for the second edition was very good
with teams from across India especially Tamil Nadu
and Goa indicating their interest to participate.

The teams were split into 2 groups with 4 teams
in each group. Each team played 3 half-hour
matches. Both tournaments were over by lunch on
the second day of play.

The boys’ edition was played on April 3rd and 4th
with the following teams participating:
28

The Doon School football team were invited to
participate but sadly could not accept.

The matches were very well contested and
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The boy's matches were hard fought

ultimately the finals were played between Doon
Football Academy and Gautam International
(boys), with the former winning by a single goal,
and Vasant Valley and Woodstock (girls) with the
former winning 3-2. Medha Varma was picked as
‘Player of the Tournament’ in the girls’ final.
A special word of thanks has to be given to Sunjay
Kapur (147 H, 1990) whose support ensured that
the tournament took place. Other entities that
provided support to the tournament were Adidas,
Coca Cola India, Max Hospital Dehra Dun, Spanish
Pro Football, Sudeva Football Club, Tiger Ninjas
and Welham Old Boys’ Society.
The School too needs to be complimented for
the facilities and hospitality provided to all. Every
team left with a great sense of the school and
expressed their desire to return for the next
edition of the tournament.

The Doon 7s Cup had a tie-up with Spanish Pro
Football (a boarding football academy in Valencia,
Spain) to provide discounted academy placement
for select players that performed well in the
tournament, as a part of the tournament's goals
of being a conduit to encourage budding talent.
Further, The Doon 7s Cup also partnered with the
Sudeva Football Club, a 2nd Division, I-League
club having a boarding academy in Delhi, to
select promising players from the participants for
training. Sudeva selected one of the Doon Football
Academy players for trials and offered him a
scholarship to train and study at their academy.

The winning girl's team, Vasant Valley with the trophy

It may also be of interest to list here that the
Spanish Pro Football accepted Nikhil Bhushan
(299 T, 2012) in July 2017 thanks to our efforts.
Nikhil is currently undergoing extensive training
whilst being exposed to a high level of football at
lower club levels and he stands to be offered a
contract to play in Europe. This, if it happens, will
be a great moment for aspiring footballers in India
and it will bring laurels to the School.
Pepe and his team now eagerly look forward to
creating the 3rd edition of The Doon 7s Cup in
the coming months. We will continue to plan the
tournament however and a few other local schools
have been approached for partnering with us.

Vasant Valley (in red) beat Woodstock 3-2 in the girl's final

If you would like to support or contribute, please
contact the author at pepe_dugal@yahoo.com.
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How I Broke Into Bollywood
NAME: ALI FAZAL | NUMBER: 413 | HOUSE: OBEROI | BATCH: 2003
Abhimanyu Singhi (229 H, 2003)
speaks to batchmate Ali Fazal about
acting, the challenges of the Indian
film industry and School memories.
Additional reporting by Abhishek
Maity (180 O)
It must have been quite a journey
starting out from 3 Idiots?
Actually, my first break was with
Abhishek Maity at School! But for Bollywood, I was
in second year college at St Xavier’s, Mumbai and
we were doing a play at Prithvi Theatre as part of
the Writer’s Block festival. I got a call to audition
for a script and at that time I didn’t know Aamir
Khan was part of the movie as well. So I tested
for the part and Raju Hirani liked me. He didn’t
want me to change anything so it was the same
shirt that I wore for the audition that I wear in the
movie. I spent a few days learning the song. I had
it recorded on my Nokia phone and I would listen
to it everywhere I went – even on the train. I was
just trying to get the notes in my head and I even
got some of my musician friends to help me out
with the chords.
So can you actually play it on the guitar?
I could actually play it very well. To start off with
I was not a guitar player so I had to learn. And
ever since, the guitar has stuck with me like a
Bollywood curse because every second movie,
I have one on-screen. I remember sitting on a
ledge, looking at the chords and trying to play
what I had learned when Aamir Khan came to
me and said, “Just forget about the chords.
Don’t look at the guitar and play. You will look
more natural.”
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Ali, you then went on to do a wide
variety of movies? How different
was the experience in each movie?
My first lead role was in a movie
called Always Kabhi Kabhi which
was produced by Shah Rukh
Khan’s Red Chillies Entertainment.
It was a high school musical. No
one would say no to an offer like
that and I too jumped for it. Come
Friday, the movie comes and goes. It was a heartbreaking experience for me because it took one
and a half years of my life. After that I did a wide
range of movies which meant I was sort of fluid,
moving from here to there. This was a problem
in Bollywood because I did not have a concrete
image and the industry required that you be
typeset before you start experimenting.
When was the moment that you realized that you
wanted to do this as a career?
It was when I got Fukrey. I had initially turned
the film down because my character was
the serious guy in a comedy. By then I had
graduated from college, had interned with the
UN and signed up for a Masters in Economics
so that they could hire me full time. But at that
point I decided that it was going to be movies
for me – I just couldn’t sit in an office.
If I remember correctly, the first time you acted was
in a play called The Façade that Abhishek directed
for the inter-house competition in school.
The acting bug had first got me in the Oberoi
House common room when Abhishek and
Karan Singh called me to audition for a role.
The whole idea of having an audience watching,
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completely under your control for that bit of time
on stage, really caught my fancy. I just loved it.
At the end of the performance Mr Mason came
backstage and asked me if I had been bullied by
my seniors into banging my head on the table for
one of the scenes. And I replied “No sir, that was
choreographed that way – to look real.” There was
a big kick in that.
Did you do any more theatre in School?
That year I played Trinculo in The Tempest for
Founder’s Day. And every year after that, I acted
in Girish Karnad’s Hayavadana and Badal Sarkar’s
Evam Indrajit.
So what are the subtle differences in theatre
and movies?
Actually, I do. I acted in a play called White Rabbit
Red Rabbit written by Nassim Soleimanpour, an
Iranian who wasn’t allowed to leave the country
because he refused mandatory military service. So
he decided to write a play which would travel the
world without him. The play has no director, there
are no rehearsals, you just perform it and every
show is different because of the choices you make
– but it works in all geographies. That’s the beauty
of theatre. I love facing the audience but cinema
has its own addiction.
Abhishek, did you ever think that Ali would
actually take up acting as a career and make it
so big in the industry?
Ali, in what other way did Doon prepare you for
your Bollywood journey?
At the start of my career, I had this ‘chalta hai’
attitude. Then I developed this rebellious attitude
of ‘either me or nothing’. At the back of my mind
I always thought that if movies didn’t work out I
would so something else. As actors, we face a lot of
rejections and each rejection or getting a role is like
getting fired or a promotion in any other job. There
were times I went back home to Lucknow and people

would ask me ‘Aap kya karte ho?’ ‘Acting karte ho.
Accha, kaam kya karte ho?’ This used to irritate me
a lot because acting is a lot of hard work. We have
twelve hour shifts, sometimes even night shifts and
the vanity van becomes your house. At the same
time, you are constantly trying to learn the craft,
meet the right people and be there in the right place.
Doon made be independent – even though that is a
much overused word. I could do things on my own. I
could take care of myself. I knew I could survive and
survival was of utmost importance when I moved
to Bombay. There was a moment in my first year
college, when I just picked up the phone, called my
dad and told him to stop sending me my monthly
pocket money. That was a big decision for me and I
can credit School for giving me that character.
What are the other challenges you faced?
When you don’t have a godfather in the industry and
no backing, it is a very tricky situation. You have to
think about running your house and paying your bills.
At the same time, you want to do something that
is good. At certain points it was very hard for me to
refuse projects and I just did movies back-to-back.
I wanted to be seen and I needed the money. It was
only after Fukrey that I started rejecting projects that
paid a lot. There were a lot of TV shows also that I
turned down even though I could have bought like
several flats with the money. It is embarrassing to
say now, but when the talks for Fukrey were going on,
I had only 2000 rupees in my account - just enough
to get over the month with vada-pavs and cigarettes.
I give myself credit for sticking by my decision to
continue with movies and not giving in to roles that I
did not want to play.
What advice do you have for Doscos wanting to
break in to Bollywood?
Personally, I would avoid trying to get into the
production side, which a lot of people opt for. I
would rather study editing or lights. Getting behind
the camera and into production means you are on
the other side.
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What projects have you worked on recently?
Victoria & Abdul. After that was Fukrey Returns and
a few other projects in the pipeline.
How was the Hollywood experience?
I had to prepare a lot - read up on all the back
stories and about this man that I was playing. We
shot at the palace where they were 200 years ago,
and I saw his portrait and then they painted mine
to match his. I had to gain 10 kilos for the role and
in the second half of the film you will see I am fat.
Judi Dench, my co-star, is just so thorough and
rehearsing with that amount of experience in front
of you, is great learning.
How do you ensure a long career in acting?
You just never know when your career might
end. I worked with Michael Gambon who played
Dumbledore in the Harry Potter films. He is the
coolest man I know. He has done Beckett and
Shakespeare and everything else in between. But
now, he just can’t remember his lines because of
his age. So when he is on set, there is an assistant
speaking his lines into an earpiece he wears,
constantly telling him his lines. That’s when I
realized that this job is never ending. It is all a
mind-set.
What’s your thinking behind working in Hollywood
and our actors going across the pond?
Let’s look at it the other way round. How many
Hollywood stars have worked in Bollywood? We
are slowly getting there. Priyanka Chopra has done
a fantastic job with Quantico and even though she
has moved to a TV series, she has a made a name
for herself in the States. Nimrat Kaur is also doing
a full time show with Wayward Pines. This trend will
grow and we will see actors making the transition
at a much younger age.
For the better part of the 90s and 2000s Bollywood
was all about song and dance. That is changing
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now and people outside are noticing that. We have
a movie like Masaan which went to the Cannes
Film Festival and won two awards. I don’t think
the question is how many actors are going to
Hollywood but how much good content are we
creating here? And I would like to think that I am
part of the bandwagon trying to do exactly that.
What acting advice can you share for Doscos?
I am not old enough for this. But I would say that
you should know your Shakespeare. If you can
crack Shakespeare, you can crack anything. For
those wanting to get into Bollywood specifically,
you have to have patience and be at the right place
at the right time.
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Edinburgh Return by Bicycle
Bishen Singh
182 T, 2003

Britain in a single day! Work pressure meant that I
could start my preparations only a month and a half
before the event. Sports professionals advised me
not to attempt the ride as I could not get ready in
such a short span of time and would end up harming
my body. But I was not ready to give up without
a fight and my father inspired me to block out all
negativity and start training. A strict diet and six
hours of daily training ensured that by the time I was
flying to London, I was fitter than I had ever been.
Still, I was unsure if it would be enough to complete
the challenge.

London Edinburgh London is one of the world’s
greatest cycling challenges. Every four years, riders
from across the globe attempt the ride in under five
days. It’s not a race per say, but to finish you must
get back to London in 117 hours. The 2017 edition
had 1500 riders from 65 nationalities. For an amateur
cyclist, there is likely no other endurance ride as long

Day 1 - 30th July

and as tough as this one with a distance of 1,445km

The first day of the ride, I started out with a group of

and an elevation of 11,500 metres (almost 1.5 times

50 riders at 10.15am. Soon the nervous energy and

that of Mount Everest) to be covered. The DNF (did

excitement settled and we created a cycling rhythm.

not finish) rate of 55 percent in 2017, is testament to

Crazy headwinds and random 20-minute showers

how difficult the ride is.

made it difficult for us to get acclimatised. By the
end of the day, I and my fellow riders from Rourkela

So how does one prepare for something like this?

were completely exhausted having covered 250km.

Even if you get yourself ready for the distance, the

We decided to take a nap in the control point of Louth

English summer does its best to make things difficult

and the planned rest of two hours extended to three.

for you. Daily temperatures range from 5 to 30

On waking up, we immediately ate and left for the

Celsius with random showers and hail storms. You

next control point of Pocklington.

can almost expect four different types of weather in
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to a road which would intersect the correct route. In
this instance, I would only have cycled an extra four
kilometres. I decided to take that risk instead of going
all the way back. The moment I reached that road
which was a three kilometre stretch to the actual
route, I started regretting my decision. This was a
four-foot wide road, pitch dark even during the day
because of the tree cover, through a jungle with not
a soul in view. I started pedalling fast. The moment
I saw a red light of a bicycle in front of me I knew
I was back on track and breathed a sigh of relief. I
Day 2 - 31st July

promised myself that I wouldn’t stray away from my

On the second day I decided to change my strategy.

group ever again. Finally I reached Pocklington to find

In order to take longer breaks at control points I

my group had already been there for 20 minutes, all

started riding faster than my group. I tagged along

rested and ready to move to the next control point.

with another rider from USA so that I wouldn’t
have to navigate. After an hour of cycling with him,

The route to the next control point of Thirsk was

I realized that I could not keep up with him and

very hilly. Being a heavy rider and a slow climber,

soon I started dropping back. I had assumed that

coupled with no rest in Pocklington, I started

sooner or later some other rider would come by and

to lose my group. I would catch up on the long

I would be able to tag along with him. But even after

downhill but would lose touch again while going

riding for almost 10km, I didn’t see another cyclist. I

up. There were however a lot of riders in this

stopped and waited for 30 minutes, but still no one

section so navigation wasn’t an issue and I got to

in sight. I realized I had lost my way. After cursing

Thirsk without any problems.

myself roundly, I tried to make sense of a GPS app
in which I had luckily downloaded all the maps

From Thirsk we rode towards Barnard Castle, a 65km

earlier in the day. I was 12km off route and if I went

uphill ride which felt much easier after a 20-minute

another two kilometres north, I would be able to get

power nap and food. But God had other plans and

The funky cycling route
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while riding, my bike chain split! Without any repair

Edinburgh – our midpoint. 710km covered with just five

tools, I was helpless and figured that my journey had

hours sleep – but we had managed to finish the first

come to an end. Either I could call my group which

half with three hours to spare. The group began to feel

was five kilometres ahead of me or I could go back

the heat - tempers were rising and blame games began.
The pressure to finish on time and lack of sleep was
getting to us all but we had to maintain calm for 735km
if we wanted to finish.
The return route diverged from the starting route
for a while. Instead of going back to Moffat we had
control points in Innerleithen (43km away) and then
Eskdalemuir (another 49km). The short distances
should have been a warning that the stretch would be
very difficult.

to the control point, which was 10km in the opposite

Day 4 - 2nd August

direction. Both options meant losing at least two

Riding through the night, I reached Brampton, got

hours! While I contemplated my decision, I saw two

something to eat and took a quick 15-minute nap.

riders coming up and requested them to help me out.

The ride to Alston was up and down and very steep

Dylan, from London, had a chain link and it took him

at times. On one of the hills I got off the bike and

exactly five minutes to fix the chain and get me going

walked, after another rider nearby had tipped over

again! With no further incidents, I reached Barnard

after stalling out. Much to my dismay, I could see the

Castle at around 8pm in the evening.

big hill in front of us shrouded in mist and knew we
were going to get wet again.

Day 3 - 1st August
With no time left for sleep, I took a 20-minute break,

The wind was blowing hard and a misty rain was

light refreshment and was off again with my group

hitting me sideways. As I started out, I noted several

through the night. This segment had the ride's

riders returning to Alston - either to wait out the rain

biggest climb - Yad Moss and we reached Brampton

or to abandon the ride.

around 2am. The scheduled one hour nap got

But despite almost no rest, I reached Barnard Castle

extended to two hours and with no buffer time left,

and immediately moved towards Thirsk. Riding on

it was going to be a race for my entire group. We

fumes and much slower now, I lost my group again

refuelled ourselves and immediately left for Moffat.

but using my app, reached Thirsk just 10 minutes
behind my team.

We entered Scotland shortly after Brampton. It
still rained intermittently, but the weather warmed

We decided to ride to Pocklington through the night.

considerably even as the winds became variable and

It was still hilly and one ascent in the dark caught

difficult. Scottish roads proved to be very rough and

me in the wrong gear forcing me to dismount and

I was very glad to reach the control point in Moffat

walk. Due to the lack of sleep I started hallucinating.

without incident.

Trees started to look like people. They seemed to
watch my every move and laugh at me. The sky felt

After Moffat we climbed up an interestingly named hill

like the top of a building which could fall and crush

Devil's Beef Tuband then went bumpily downhill into

me at any moment. While I fought these demons in
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my head, the rest of my group had moved on. The

more rain, more hills, and then finally a very empty

moment I came to my senses, I called them. I told

Louth. I had reached Louth just 25 minutes before

them that I wasn’t able to navigate in the darkness

the closing of my control.

and requested them to wait for me. But the answer I
got was not as expected: “Follow the route sheet and

The next control point was at Spalding - a flatter

figure your way out to Pocklington.”

route of 84km which I expected to finish in 3.5 hours.
However, strong crosswinds of 35 km per hour meant

My team were 10km ahead of me. Alone in the

that I couldn’t ride faster than 15 km per hour. This

middle of night, scared, feeling lost , almost ready to

was tougher and more tiring than climbing any of the

call it quits I suddenly ran into a train of riders from

hills. At one point, the crosswind was so strong that I

Spain who were taking a quick break on the roadside.

was pushed into the wrong lane and barely averted an

The Spaniards started riding at 30km an hour and I

accident with a car. From Spalding to St Ives I rode at a

had only ridden that fast on fresh legs. Overpowered

decent speed. There was 128km to go and eight hours

by fatigue, I was not sure I would last with them.

left. It was going to be a close ride. The first few miles

There were still two hills to climb before we reached

out of St Ives were on a wonderful flat and straight path.

Pocklington and I was scared of being alone again.

I could follow tail lights the whole way into the city of

Faced with no other option, I picked up a gear and

Cambridge. But soon after, my knees started hurting.

rode with them for 50km till the next control point.

Despite painkillers, I was still in agony.

That day I realized that I could ride much faster then
I let myself! I finally reached Pocklington just two

But Michael took it upon himself to make sure that

minutes behind my Rourkela group. Unable to carry

I finished the ride. “Pedal, pedal, pedal,” is all I could

on without sleep, I slept there for two hours and

hear him say to egg me on. Every time we went

planned to get back on the road by 4am.

downhill and I stopped pedalling, I would hear him
shouting – “Keep pedalling, you need the momentum

Fatigue, wind and the cold weather hit me when I

when you go uphill!”

woke up. By the time I stepped out of the control
point, I found my entire group had left without

Later, I started drifting again. I felt Mike’s hand pushing

warning. That hit me in the stomach. I had waited

me uphill and he said “Do you want me to push you all

or slowed down for them so many times, and here

the way to the finish, because I know I can. Or do you

they had left me without even saying a word. It was

want to finish the ride yourself? You are too close to the

survival of the fittest and they had come to finish

finish line to give up!” Motivated, I just buried the pain in

the ride. This made my resolve even stronger. What

my head and pedalled.

lay ahead was 370 km and 26 hours of riding and I
wanted to prove all the doubters wrong.

Further ahead, Michael had to stop to help a rider
with a flat tire. He told me to stick with the group

Guardian Angel

as my phone battery was almost dead and I had to

In this final stretch I managed to find a great co-rider

reach the next control point. But without Michael

and mentor in Michael from Britain. He motivated

pushing me, I dozed off again, while cycling. I have no

me and got me cycling much quicker. We rode at

idea when I stopped cycling and started sleeping on

a decent pace of 24km per hour and after facing

the side of the road.

further intermittent rains we crossed back over the
Humber Bridge into the Lincolnshire Wolds. It was a

Final Legs

constant uphill ride with head wind grind. More wind,

Ten minutes later, I woke up to find the road empty!
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It was pitch dark. I started cycling in what I thought

the correct route but to no avail. Twenty minutes to

was the right route. After 20 minutes, I found that I

go and my mind had started playing tricks on me. I

was four kilometres off course again.

went back to the location where I had lost riders and
waited for someone to come along. They would have

Just when I was turning to change my route, I heard a

to guide me.

cry for help. One of my fellow riders, Jun Ho from South
Korea, had a flat tire and needed an air pump. I guess

End in Sight?

destiny had led me astray to help someone else!

Minutes passed and I was on the verge of giving up
when two riders whizzed by. I could still do it! It was a

Luckily his phone navigation was working and we

father and son duo. Two kilometres to go and only 14

figured our way back to the Great Easton control

minutes left. They finally took a turn and I suddenly

point by 2.00 pm. 50km left and four hours to go.

remembered exactly where we were. I thanked them

Now this was doable. By this time Kushal, one of

and sped to the finish line.

the riders from Rourkela had also reached. Without
waiting we moved towards the finish line. By now I

I entered the final checkpoint, dropped my cycle

wanted this craziness to end.

midway into parking and ran towards the checkpoint
scanning area. With six minutes to go, I was home! I

I completed another 25km without incident. I then

had completed the ride. 1,445 km in 117 hours with

fell asleep while riding again and crashed into

only six hours sleep. Never had I been so glad to

bushes at the edge of the hill I was on. I slept by

finish a ride.

the road with my cycle in my hands. When I woke
up I realized I was 25km away from the finish with

Out of the 60 Indians who participated in the ride,

only 90 minutes to spare.

only ten completed it. Out of my group of four riders,
only one other finished on time – Kushal Agarwal

I began to panic. It was going to be a close finish.

– the very person who had told me about this

On the last 10km some riders from Delhi were riding

endurance race. In rides like these, I figure there are

really fast. This was my opportunity to get some speed

no barriers to victory - just blood, sweat, exhaustion,

back. I started a sprint with them to the finish line.

desperation, laughter, friendships made forever and

I got to the city Loughton, my last control point. Three

the desire to help others. Never doubt yourself. Go

kilometres to go, 25 minutes left and I lost the Delhi

ahead and try everything. You might just surprise

team to a sharp bend in the road. My phone had died

yourself when you put your mind to it.

and I had no access to navigation. I tried to guess
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An Appeal for funding the re

strengthening our heritage
As The Doon School gears itself up to keep abreast with the world’s leading academic institutions,
the infrastructure on campus is simultaneously being reinforced across different areas.
In one of the most expansive renovation exercises undertaken on the campus, Hyderabad and
Kashmir houses are in the midst of change and the current boys are beginning to reap their
benefits. Many areas have been identified for repair, replacement and change, of which, a large
percentage has been successfully implemented over the past 3 years.
HYDERABAD

The total cost envisaged for all the listed developments is Rs. 11 cr. From the donations received
to date, a major part has been allready spent on the renovations, but there is still a large deficit to
cover. H and K old boys are requested to come forward and rally this worthy cause.

1. NEW ROOFING
The iconic red slanted tin roof - the largest roof in School,
across both houses is under a large-scale renovation.
The roof consists of two parts - the cemented flat section
in the front that has been water-proofed and repaired in its
entirety across the length and breadth. The second part is
the red metal sheeting that has to be fully replaced along
with original deodar trusses on which it is supported and
anchored. Once completed, the roof will be good for many
generations to safely sleep under.

KASHMIR

2. NEW COMPOSITE
STUDY-SLEEP UNITS
The traditional toyes for the ISC boys are now giving way
to the modern concept of providing a functional study
table within the rooms - that come equipped with
additional storage in the bed boxes and racks, pin boards
and an electrical point for recharging laptops. Painted
walls, muted aesthetics and new flooring complete the
transformation.

enovation of H & K Houses
3. COMMON ROOM
WITH EXTRA COMFORTS

4. ACCESS TO THE REAR
FROM COMMON ROOM

The common rooms has been for generations the focal
point of relaxation. Now there’s more reason to chill as
they have been equipped with pantries - feeling hungry
now means DIY eggs rather than bust bounds. Add to that
a digital TV to watch the Boys in Blue demolish the world,
and musical instruments to strum the next big hit.

Remember how long it would take to reach the swimming
pool and squash courts from either of the houses. In a
master move, strategic exits have been carved out from
both the common rooms, leading to the rear. The area
outside has been bricked and beautified, with benches
provided for those who wish to enjoy the open air.

5. RENOVATED BATHS

6. OTHER ADDITIONS

Everything the old bathrooms had has been replaced with
more efficient, aesthetic hardware that include WCs,
faucets, showers and basins to make them more in sync
with modern hygiene and comfortable facilities. Brighter
lighting and high speed exhausts add to the fresh look
complimented with new flooring as well.

Some other additions are on the cards, while some have
already been completed.
1. The Dames’ Houses have been completely rebuilt.
2. The floor tiles in the corridors to be fully changed.
3. All toyes being refurbished.

7. ADDITIONAL FLOORS
OVER EXISTING DORMS

8. IT ROOM UPGRADE &
RESTRUCTURING

One of the boldest challenges on the cards is to build an
additional floor on the existing dormitories in both houses.
The external design of the new floor will be in the same
vein as the facade of existing buildings. The approach to
the upper floor will be from within. With additional space
available, it will free-up the occupancy in the rooms.

The IT Room too will benefit from the change with a plan
to upgrade the existing computers with high speed
modern machines.
Another plan is to simultaneously restructure the layout in
order to double up as a discussion room for 12-15 boys,
as will the common rooms.

Contact the following for details and donations.
HYDERABAD
Harsh Gupta (+91 98101 50285)
hgupta453@gmail.com
KASHMIR
Tarun Sawhney (+91 98105 50500)
tarun.sawhney@trivenigrop.com

CAMPUS DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
Sumanjit Chaudhary at
sumanjit_chaudhry@yahoo.co.in
(+91 98100 22473)
or
Indrave Singh Mann at
ismann65@me.com, (+91 98110 33865)
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Calcutta Get-togethers 2017
Saurabh Dudhoria 458 J, 2000
The onset of winter 2017 saw some action for The
DSOBS in Calcutta. November brought with it a
visit from school – Mr Raggett, Mr Burrett,
Mr Nair and Arjun Bartwal. Doscos made it out
to the Saturday Club to meet them. Surprisingly
enough, many ladies decided to attend the meet
as well and expressed their interest in making it
to future gatherings (dubiously). The evening was
complete with a semi-cacophonous but spirited
rendition of Lab Pe Ati Hai Dua which at some
point almost led to danger of being thrown out
of the club.
Taking a cue from this, we decided to have ‘Socials’
with Welham Girls on December 1. This was preceded
by a small golf meet the same morning. Nikhil Poddar

Representatives from Doon with Calcutta Doscos
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Golf Meet: Ranjit Chaudhri (K, 1984), Nikhil Poddar (H,
1996), Aditya Kr. Bajoria (H, 1973), Nalin Khanna (H, 1980),
Karna “Koko” Parikh (J, 1998), Saurabh Dudhoria (J, 2000),
Varun Chandha (H, 2000), Lakshman Singh (H, 1968)

(1996) and Nalin Khanna (1980) were tied in the net
category and Karna “Koko” Parikh (1998) won the
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(1984) put up a valiant challenge but eventually
seniority won out. DSOBS President, Jaswinder
Singh Bull informed everyone that Socials would
happen around the world in honour of The DSOBS
celebrating its 80th anniversary and Welham Girls
celebrating their Diamond Jubilee.

Lakshman Singh, Nalin Khanna, Jaswinder Singh Bull

Husna-Tara Prakash, Anshuman Prakash, Naina Jaidka
Golfers warming-up at the Socials

As always, the generous contributions of Karna
Parikh (1998), Amit Jhunjhunwala (1995), Abhenav
Khettry (2003), Anshuman Prakash (1991),
Siddharth Kothari (1999), Rajat Kapoor (1999) and
Husna-Tara Prakash (WGAA Representative –
Calcutta) make such evenings possible.

Listening to the speeches

gross. Nalin, having made the effort to travel from
Delhi, was declared the winner.
The evening was filled with dancing, drinks and
live music. Once Lakshman ‘Bunny’ Singh (1968)
made it onto the dance floor, the other Doscos
didn’t really stand a chance. Pradipta Bhattacharya

Shreyas Keyal, Shashvat Dhandhaniaand, Nakul Jaidka
lodging their protest with Saurabh Dudhoria on being told to
dance with the ladies
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Fables of the Batch of 1957 - I
Mani Shankar Aiyar
55 T

My fable is less about the SC Class of ‘57 than
of the detritus who stayed on for a term or more
in their new designation as Inter ‘59. The most
colourful character by far was Deelip Surve (69
H), physically a Billy Bunter but whose oratorical
skills were in the league of Sir Laurence Olivier.
He had a wicked sense of humour, an acid pen
and a booming voice – the most overwhelming
personality I have ever known.
It was he who had the bright idea of launching
The Suppressed Echo, an alternative to the rather
staid Doon School Weekly, written exclusively by
the Inter-59 Class, with Surve at his sparklingly
satirical best.
It came out when headmaster Martyn, for some
reason I cannot now recall, had gone out of Dehra
Dun, leaving Holdy in charge as acting headmaster.
Not only was The Suppressed Echo venomous in its
criticism of the School and withering about easily
identified masters, it was also choc-a-bloc full of
biting wit and droll stories. Above all, Surve’s rapier
thrusts went straight home.
While Holdy took all this in his stride, Martyn was
furious when he returned. After a single solitary
issue, The Suppressed Echo was suppressed – and,
with that, democracy at Chandbagh died. We all felt
abandoned, but no one more so than Deelip Surve.
But salvation was at hand. Deelip was also the
School’s most renowned actor, who had been
picked for the lead role in James Elroy Flecker’s
Hassan, a school favourite because it had, like
42

films of Cecil B DeMille, a cast of hundreds.
So everyone, down to the dumbest, could be
accommodated. I was given the role of Rafi,
the Beggar-King, with little Wajahat Habibullah
(whose voice was still to break) as Pervaneh, the
love interest. Surve acted as a kind of chorus
recounting for the audience, in every scene, the
evolution of the tragedy unfolding before them.
His most outstanding line brought the house down
every time: ‘Her hips were like watermelons/In the
season of watermelons.’
The play over, I chanced upon our English teacher,
SP Sahi, on the steps leading from the main
field to the tennis courts. He stopped me and
said he had just emerged from a meeting of the
committee that was to select the best actor for
the award of the Gombar Trophy. He said the
selection committee had determined that I was the
best actor, but decided to give it to Deelip Surve
because otherwise “it would break his heart”. What
about my poor heart, I wondered!
Although no one in my year made a more profound
impression on me than Deelip, the sad part is that
I never saw him again. I heard that he had married
Dilip Kumar’s sister and was working with WIMCO,
the match manufacturers. But he was in Poona
and Bombay (as they were then called) while I
was wandering the world with the Indian Foreign
Service. Then, to my horror, I heard he had passed
away. For us to be gathering at School without
Surve for the 60th Founder’s Day after our ‘passing
out’ seems strangely bereft of the most lively of
our classmates, one who would have made our
visit more memorable by rendering, in his deep
baritone, his favorite song, ‘Kiss of Fire’ – with
gestures to match!
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Inder Singh Bedi

is lightning behind the stumps! I was achieving
stupendous stumping results.

I arrived at Doon after the cosy and comfortable
portals of Welham Prep School (in those days an
only-boys school), having been a senior there. For
me it was quite a cultural change to find myself a
nobody in Doon and pushed around by most.

Holdy continued to take an interest in my
cricketing career as a wicketkeeper with all sorts
of advice as time passed - facing leg break or
medium off break like Santosh Reddy or pacers
like Gunasheela. I made it to the school cricket
team of 1956-57. Holdy was keen to take on the
toughest opposition. We went to Delhi to play
against St Stephens College and Roshanara Club
and to the Indian Military Academy in Dehra Dun.
I got hit a couple of times and sometimes byes
would go by but Holdy was a good protector
on such occasions. In all our encounters we
performed creditably.

43 T

Whatever talent I had in football or hockey was no
match for the boisterous Doon guys. In football
trying to kick 'in-step' when I had all along been a
toe-kicking footballer, soon made me lose interest.
Hockey also went the same way – I think the hockey
stick in my hand did not turn at the right time so
either the ball was lost or I got hit on the legs.
It was a relief, therefore to play the gentleman’s
game, cricket – and having been a wicketkeeper
in Welham I thought I would continue in the same
position. To my surprise, when playing for the
Tata House juniors I quickly realised that most
opposition batsmen had a tendency to go after the
spin bowlers – as soon as the pacers handed over
the bowling change.
And invariably the batsmen went way out of the
crease, the ball spun, the batsmen missed and it was
a plum stumping chance. I used to stand about two
yards behind the stumps. As a result, sometimes I got
the batsmen and many times I missed.
Holdy noticed I was collecting the ball quite well
but the positioning was all wrong. This is what
Holdy told me. “If you want to be a wicketkeeper
like Godfrey Evans then either stand right up or
way back – two yards is no good.” It was advice
I took seriously, even though in those days there
was no protective gear such as a helmet. For slow
and medium pacers, I started standing right on
the stumps. The results were staggering. Soon
others were saying, that if you miss the ball, there

In the English class which he used to conduct, we
sat in numbered sequence – 6, 18, 22, and then
43... (myself) right in front of him. The fill-in-theblanks exercise he used to do went right over my
head. I just did not have the required vocabulary to
do a good job! My report was horrendous – “Bedi
may do well in English Literature but in English
Language he will have a difficult time in passing.”
This was a brutal comment because in those days
not passing in English Language meant you didn’t
pass Sc. I took his comments seriously and started
going to Hensman in the evenings to understand
the methodology of this fill-in-the-blanks exercise.
Thanks to Hensman’s evening help there was a
dramatic improvement in my performance in class.
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In the end, in cricket, I was commented upon as
having been the best wicketkeeper since Tishi
Khanna, and in English, I got a credit and passed
Sc with a high first. Holdy was a great inspiration.

Vikram Bhide
18 K

This is about our last trip to Shivpuri during the
spring semester of 1957, if I remember correctly.
Our House Master Jo surprisingly gave a group
of us permission to go on a non-climbing, nonstrenuous trek next to a peaceful Ganga. There
were six of us – Romi, Vishnu, Dilsher Singh,
Harpreet Singh, Ranthi and me.
We packed a tent and some cooking equipment
and took the bus to the banks of the Ganga just
north of Shivpuri. It was a very pleasant, peaceful
place because there were no crowds. The river
was very strong and fast at that time of the year.
Vishnu who was the best swimmer among us

Vikram Bhide
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immediately wanted to swim across the river. We
wanted to be cautious and decided to tie a rope
around him. We held on to the rope tightly but,
alas, the river was too strong and the rope was too
short. Vishnu swirled for a short while in the strong
currents and finally, much to our relief, was pushed
back by the river to the safety of the shore.
When it was time to fix a meal, we found that we
had only brought one cooking utensil which made
things difficult since none of us were great cooks. We
made a sort of kitchen by digging into a sandbank
near our tent so that the wind would not blow out the
kerosene stove. We enjoyed ourselves during the day,
till nightfall. It was a peaceful first night.
The next morning, we awoke, and some of us
took a little walk along the river. Much to our
amazement we saw a long line of tiger pug marks
along the sand which meandered towards the back
of our tent and were as close as 20 feet from the
six of us sleeping souls. The pug marks went on
down the river bank and up the hill. I think most
of us were a little bit anxious about the tiger being
so close. However, we did not let the anxiety deter
us from enjoying the rest of the day – swimming,
talking, eating.
As evening approached, without anyone
mentioning it, each of us went individually to
collect large rocks to weigh down the sides of the
tent. We even tied a kerosene lantern to the end
of the middle pole of the tent hoping that these
precautionary efforts would be sufficient to keep
tigers and other wild animals away from us for
the next two nights in Shivpuri. The next morning
there were no fresh pug marks near the tent so we
were happy to conclude that the tiger had moved
on. But the following morning as we took a short
walk along the river before we left the camp, we
found a new set of pugmarks belonging to an adult
tiger and two smaller sets of pug marks. This must
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have been a tigress and her young. Towards noon,
we packed up and managed to catch a ride in a
bus going to Shivpuri.
We found a dhaba where we ate the most delicious
vegetarian meal. It smelled heavenly. This was
a welcome meal to a group of boys who had
survived on some very basic cooking at the camp
site for three days. After arriving at School, we
showed our pug mark pictures to Holdy, who was
a keen shikari. He said they probably were of tigers
but we were never in danger because tigers would
not attack if they did not feel threatened. It was
encouraging to hear this after the minor anxieties
we had gone through.

come right in front,” and he sent John Singh to the
back row.
Another time, Preetinder, someone I cannot
remember and I broke the rules and went to
Majestic restaurant, a favourite haunt for all Doon
boys in our time. We are well, ordering all our
favourite dishes, until suddenly we realised we
didn’t have enough money between the three of
us. I remember we somehow managed to finish
our meal, but before the waiter could bring the bill,
looking left and right, making sure the coast was
clear, we ran as fast as our legs could carry us, not
risking a backward glance!
And then there was the day Mani, Shivraj Singh,
Murugappa, and I along with a few others, went
to Bakaria with every intention of climbing to the
top. At base camp, we decided to seize the day
and have some beer. The consequences were
inevitable. We ended up not waking up on time the
next morning. Shivraj and another, though I can’t
recall who, were the only two who finally made it to
the summit. For the rest of us, alas, it was merely a
trip to base camp and back.

That was the end of our exciting tiger safari. We
had enjoyed ourselves on this last expedition
before our Senior Cambridge exams. It was a time
of bonding and showing off our brave hearts when
the occasion arose. If I have made any mistakes
and anyone remembers it differently, please blame
it on my very faded memory!

Pramod ‘Crow’ Grover
42 H

I used to be good at English history classes. I
fondly remember Holdy. He would move you
clockwise if you gave the right reply. He saw me
sitting in the last row and realised that it wouldn’t
be possible at my position. He said, “Grover you

Ramesh Chander ‘Romi’ Khosla
166 K

After John Gibson yanked me out of the
Ganges and flung me through the air, and
after I had landed on the Shivpuri sand with
a thud, I realised that I should learn how to
swim. The holy water that I had gulped, soon
spluttered out as Gibby spanked my arse
hard. I was offered no lifesaver’s drill or mudra,
no gentle pressure on the lungs to expel the
water in them, no bronze medallion routine.
Instead, I was placed across his knees with
my head hanging low and given five of the
best. “That’ll get the water out and make
sure he learns to swim,” he said to Dilsher
45
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came to the front and with that stick of his,
that opened up to support his narrow athletic
backside, he went at the snake, which promptly
disappeared into a nearby bush..
That night we all spooned up large amounts
of sand to cover the canvas outer edges of the
tent. Gibi put up his tent and let the flaps hang
loose. Dilsher Singh said “He needn’t worry,
bloody snake will bite us first and you watch out
Bhargava – you are the sweetest – so you sleep
near the opening and save us all.” Vireshwar
Seth didn’t help matters by suddenly getting
up in the middle of the night, waving his torch
around and asking Bhargava whether he was
still there.
By the next evening, all of us were exhausted
trying to learn how to fish. Gibi had caught enough
Mahaseer to feed us all. Collectively, we had
caught nothing. Gibi kept smiling from a distance
and we were not sure whether he was smirking at
us or reading an amusing book.
Romi Khosla & Vikram Lal

Singh, Yogeshwar Seth and Bhargava – all
of whom were amused by my close call with
certain death by drowning. For some reason,
Gibi had decided that our mid-term needed
his supervision. Perhaps we were not ideal
students like Shyama Prosad Mookerjee or
Arvind Pande and needed guidance to refine
our social school skills. We had arrived at
Shivpuri with tents and rucksacks that were
thrown off the top of the bus which had
stopped on a road above that beach.
On the way down to the banks, along the steep
descending footpath, rucksacks on our back, I
was ahead and suddenly stopped in my tracks.
Out there in front of me was a black cobra in
full head gear looking at us menacingly. Gibi
46

That evening, two tins without any labels
containing some beige-coloured liquid paste were
opened by Gibi, using his Boy Scout knife that
had a tin cutter attachment. The contents were
heated in a pan and distributed to us with some
bread. We were instructed to relish it. Indeed it was
delicious but none of us knew what the hell it was.
Before lights out however, the news had leaked
out that it was chicken soup. Bhargava had still
not heard the news, having gone a safe distance
to pee in the open sand. The bushes nearby
would have been dangerous in case the cobra
had been waiting to grab a quick snack. When he
came back, he naturally inquired what the intense
discussion was about. Hearing the words chicken
soup, he panicked and rushed out into the nearby
bushes. Forgetting the cobra he just turned out the
contents of his stomach.
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Gibi naturally heard the noisy activity and
recognised it as being something out of the
ordinary. He came to our tent to inquire, and we
told him that Bhargava was a strict vegetarian.
Without any hesitation Gibi went to Bhargava who
was still bent double over the thorns ensuring
complete evacuation. Gibi held his shoulders and
assured him that it was vegetarian chicken soup
which seemed to reassure Bhargava somewhat.
Well after that picnic in Shivpuri. I did learn how
to swim and even got that bronze Life Saving
Medallion that they used to send all the way by
ship, months later. Never was good enough for the
golds that Vishnu Dharilal and Ajay Mallik got with
such ease. Curiously, that near drowning, the cobra
encounter and Gibi’s disdain for danger, must have
made me accustomed to deal with the idea of the
perpetual presence of death.
Many years later, I was crossing over from Kosovo
to Croatia, during the tail end of the war, and a
drugged out border guard stopped my car and led
me into the bushes with his fancy machine gun in
my back. That was when I vividly remembered Gibi
for some unearthly reason. And I smiled, which
completely disarmed my would-be assassin. “Why
you smile?” he asked. I replied “Why you so angry?”
and picking up my UN card lying on the ground I
walked back to the car and drove onto Croatia and
Montenegro.

as a senior. The thing that was tripping me up
was Apparatus, and, if I am not wrong, it was a
cartwheel that I just couldn’t execute to Darshan
Singh’s satisfaction. Anyway, he finally gave in
because of my persistence and the dozens of
cartwheels that I did in front of him, considering
everything else had been signed off!
March was the month of anticipation – waiting for
the results, which were to come from England (no
one ever said UK or Great Britain – it was always
England). The best distraction was playing games
of many kinds. Not that we weren’t going to class.
But studies were lackadaisical. Even those who
were doing Inter were not going to study seriously
until the following term.
Before the results were released, a bunch of us
got together and planned a trek to Dodital. This
was serious trekking, since Dodital is an isolated
little lake at 10,000 feet (Google Earth says 3087
metres) far from anywhere. Looking at it on the
map now it seems to be close to nothing now!
Our troupe was Arvind Pande, Pradeep Narain,
Venkatrao Sohoni, Ashok Mahindra and yours
truly. Venkat was the odd man out because he was
from the wrong house, and Ashok was in the same
condition because he was from a junior class. But
that was the gang. There they all are in this picture.

Vikram Lal
198 K

Sc was over, and most of us were back in school in
the spring term of 1958. Some had seriously taken
up Intermediate, but I along with several others
were there because we had nothing better to do.
February came and went, but for me it was the
time I upgraded my silver badge in my first term

A snowman for company
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We spent some time figuring out the best route,
and took advice from some who had already been
there, and very probably from Guru.
I remember we hired a porter to help us with our
loads, and that the trek took three days of very
tough climbing to get to the fabled lake. It was
not just up one mountain – we had to go up and
down to cross a couple of valleys before getting
to the final climb. One distinct memory, which is a
trekking cliché, was that whenever you asked any
local person for the distance to our destination,
the answer would be ‘just a little further’. And if
you persisted in getting a more precise reply, they
would tell you ‘ek meel, saheb’, and it would turn
out to be a number of ‘meel’!

All of us woke up early, with the sun lighting the
tips of the western peaks. Gradually we realised
that it had snowed during the night, and that the
lake was frozen! Well, it was frozen at the edges,
but not over most of the surface. We were very
excited, and even more so when we discovered a
folded metal boat lying behind the hut. We dragged
it to the lake, unfolded it and climbed in. A couple
of us had found sticks long enough to act as
fishing rods, and had tied strings to them (not that
they caught us anything!). The two oars served us
well, and we were able to reach the middle of the
lake. What a sight, and what a lovely setting!
Eventually we got back to shore. In the process
of getting out of the boat, I put my foot on a
heap of snow which I thought was on land, but
it turned out to be on thin ice, and my foot went
right into the freezing water up to the knee! Was
that cold! And even worse — my shoe and sock
were wet.
Snow was a bit of a novelty to all of us, and
it meant indulging in snow ball fights and
making snowmen.

Dodital

When we finally got there, we were happy to have
taken the trouble. It was a beautiful sight – a
small almost circular lake surrounded by high
mountains, with access only from where we had
come in. There was even a structure which would
serve as our abode for the one night we spent at
the lake. It was freezing cold, but we managed, as
we always did in our youth!
48

The trek was arguably the best of all of my school
days. It was very challenging, and the destination
lived up to its billing. I don’t recollect anything
about our return trip as such, but I do remember
that when we arrived in school, we were told that
the Sc results were out! All of us ran to the noticeboard and checked our individual marks (except
Ashok Mahindra, of course). But then a rumour
rapidly circulated that it was April Fool’s Day and
that this notice was a joke! What torture! We went
all over campus, trying to verify the authenticity
of the notice, until we were finally informed that,
no, it was no joke. This is it! A big relief — we
had all done well. Arvind came out on top along
with Vikram Bhide, and the rest of us three were
bunched together, not far behind.
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ARMED FORCES SPECIAL

“People sleep peaceably in their beds at
night only because rough men stand ready to
do violence on their behalf.”
― George Orwell

Dosco, Soldier,
Father, Legend.

Maj. Bhaskar Roy, MVC
215J, 1951
Rahul Roy

926 J, 1982		

Robin Roy

328 J, 1985

China-Sikkim border in 1969. His samadhi still rests
at the bottom of Nathu La, the mountain pass
where he died.
What turns bare facts into stories that appear
destined to be told endlessly?
Our family was recently invited to commemorate the
50th anniversary of the war by our father’s
regiment, the 20th Lancers. Fortuitous coincidence

How does one commemorate a father who died
before his sons could know him and seems to
exist only in legend?
The facts are simple: Bhaskar Roy, born 1936,
went to St. Columba’s, then joined Doon. He
finished from School in 1951. He dreamt of
being a fighter pilot but weak eyesight got in the
way. He completed the 9th course at the Joint
Services Wing, followed by time at the Indian
Military Academy. He was commissioned into
the Armoured Corp’s 20th Lancers in 1956. He
was a debater, fencer, swimmer and an incessant
smoker. He was fluent in English, Punjabi, Urdu,
French and his native Bangla. He met and married
Nita in March 1963. They promptly welcomed me,
later that year. He fought in the Indo-Pak war of
1965 and for actions in Battle of Chhamb, became
the first Dosco to be awarded the Mahavir Chakra.
His second son, Robin, arrived in 1967. His army
career accelerated at a rapid pace. His life then
ended in an unfortunate jeep accident on the
50

Bhaskar Roy with wife Nita Roy and sons Rahul and Robin
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Line-of-Control between Pakistan and India has been
pulled and pushed over these pastoral homelands
for almost 70 years. It is on these very fields that
innumerable armies have clashed “With Blood On
Tracks” – the fighting motto of 2Oth Lancers – time
and time again.
This is also where, noted wistfully in our father’s
wartime diaries, the hauntingly poetic Punjabi
fable of Sohni-Mahiwal is told: the “fields of waisthigh bajra sway gently in the night-time breeze” as
the impoverished Muslim goatherd Mahiwal waits
anxiously for Sohni, his Hindu love, to ford the river
every night on an earthen pot, against the wishes
of her father.
Here as well, shorn of poetry and romance – in
Chhamb, on the banks of the Munnawar Tawi
across the Mandiala Ridge and west of the village
of Akhnur on 1st September 1965 – was where
our father’s story passed into legend.

Bhaskar Roy receiving the Maha Vir Chakra from President
Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan

had posted the Lancers in Jammu, a mere 20-odd
kilometers from the site of the one of the most
celebrated battlefields in Indian history – the lush
plains and gentle hillocks of what is known simply as
the Chhamb-Jaurian Sector. It is here that we finally
understood, through the recollections and recounting
of others, how facts turn into stories and pass
through generations into near-mythic status.
This expanse of green farmland nestles in an
undulating valley between the gushing River Chenab
and the quieter banks of the Munnawar Tawi, a
six-foot deep tributary of the Chenab. Alexander
the Great crossed these plains at the height of
his powers only to be stopped in his tracks by the
legendary Indian king, Porus. Exhausted remnants of
British forces rested here, bloodied and decimated
from fruitless Afghan campaigns. And the infamous

Just 28-years-old at the time, Bhaskar was the
young Major commanding ‘C’ Squadron 20th
Lancers, a lean unit comprised of 11 small
French-made AMX-13 tanks supporting 191
Infantry Brigade on the frontlines. Ganga Singh,
a non-commissioned officer (NCO) at the time,
recalls that Bhaskar casually remarked at around
0300 hours on 1st September that the sky felt
like shells were about to come raining down. A
relentlessly mind-numbing, ear-splitting barrage
of artillery fire began precisely at 0330 and lasted
until 0600. Luckily ‘C’ Squadron was so hunkered
down – or as Kushal Singh, the 18-year-old, selfdescribed baby of the regiment dismissively
said, the Pakistani gunners were so bad – that
no immediate casualties were suffered or direct
damage taken.
Sunrise heralded the full fury of a Pakistani
armoured invasion spearheaded by two regiments
of 70-odd US-made Pattons and Shermans,
considered vastly superior to anything possessed
by the Indian Army. It was quickly apparent that
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‘C’ Squadron was outgunned almost 6 to 1,
with another immense disadvantage – Pattons
had a pinpoint accurate firing range of 1500
yards compared to the AMX’s puny 500 yardrange. Bhaskar’s visceral instincts took over.
He broke the squadron into troops of three
tanks each, spacing them over a distance of
20 kilometers to cover the massive spread of
fiercely advancing Pattons. His insane idea:
use the smaller AMX’s greater maneuverability
to wait until every enemy tank was within the
shortest possible firing distance; fire once
and move to another position to fire again –
a risk-laden effort to make the defence line
appear bigger than reality. (One wonders if his
diminutive stature, 5’8’’, subconsciously inspired
this madness.)
Pakistan’s impeccably named Operation Grand
Slam was designed to cross the Munnawar Tawi
by 1000 hours on 1st September and take the
strategically crucial bridge across the Chenab at
Akhnur by 1200. The goal: snare the only supply
route to Kashmir before India could respond.
So much for grand design – six Pattons were
destroyed in the very first wave. Propaganda
having prepared Pakistani troops for weak
defences, the attack was thrown into confusion.
By late afternoon, ‘C’ Squadron had disabled 15+
Pattons and was still refusing to break, despite
being cut in half. Pakistani war dispatches note
rather blandly, “The enemy resisted stubbornly.”

Oil painting commissioned by the Indian Army depicting
the Battle of Chhamb - Major Bhaskar Roy is in the leading
Tank, pointing the way
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From the first onslaught onwards, Bhaskar survived
on the proverbial wing and prayer, along with
countless thermoses of cold coffee and 40-50
Capstan cigarettes. He agreed to a single meal of
3-4 kajus only late that night after he was ordered –
repeatedly – to pull back to Akhnur. Kushal Singh,
who holds himself responsible for running out of cold
coffee (but still doesn’t understand the obsession),
said he personally saw very little direct action that
day – Bhaskar kept telling him to get down because
how in God’s name would he explain to Kushal’s
mother that he got her baby killed.
Bhaskar lost his first troop leader, the fearless
21-year-old 2nd Lt. Ravi Laroia, very early.
Volunteering for what Bhaskar painfully knew
would be a calamitous mission, Ravi raced to
occupy the strategic heights of the Mandiala
Ridge and prevent the Pattons from reaching
there first. Bhaskar watched them crest the
ridge successfully, only to look on helplessly as
Ravi’s tank, crew and he were obliterated by the
murderous accuracy of incoming firepower. For
his selfless bravery, Ravi was posthumously
awarded the Sena Medal. This was apparently
when Bhaskar decided to move his commanding
tank to the very front. The oil painting in the
regimental mess shows him standing in full enemy
view, Commander’s Pennant flying high, recklessly
directing fire visually rather than from the safety
of the commander’s turret. Brig. Harpal Singh,
part of ‘A’ Squadron who relieved him the next day,
had this to say: “Son, look at that man standing
so far out of his turret – any commander doing
that under such hostile fire is either extraordinarily
brave or out of his bloody mind – and I must say,
your father was a bit of both!”
Stories abound. Ganga Singh plunged back into the
Munnawar Tawi – the wrong way – after the retreat
was ordered. His explanation was simple – hamari
ma ka mandir rehé gaya hai – ‘our mother’s temple has
been left behind’. He hauled the regimental Chamunda
mandir back across the river, dry and safe atop his
head, and has been revered ever since.
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By late evening, Bhaskar had four tanks blown
out under him. On the third, a devastatingly wellaimed Pakistani shell killed his driver, decapitated
the gunner, then ricocheted back to slash past his
legs and set his pants on fire. As the story goes,
he jumped off, stripped down and starting beating
the fire out. A man on the ground shouted, “Sir,
you need pants more than I do” and gave Bhaskar
his own. Bhaskar donned the man’s skivvies and
bellowed for someone, anyone, for God’s sake to
just get him another tank.
His Mahavir Chakra citation simply states, “Major
Roy displayed bravery and leadership in the best
traditions of the Indian Army.”
‘A’ Squadron, led by Bhaskar’s oldest friend in the
regiment, Gen. Shankar ‘Chow’ Roychowdhury
(who retired gloriously as India’s Chief of Army
Staff) finally broke through to provide relief in
the early-hours of 2nd September. By this time
‘C’ Squadron was down to three tanks and had
suffered severe casualties. Chow recalls smashing
through sugarcane fields and seeing Bhaskar’s
upturned, smouldering tank. Convinced his friend
was “finished,” he implored his driver to search for
bodies. He then saw those familiar, heavy-rimmed
glasses peer over the other side of the tank and a
hoarse voice say, quite peeved, “Chow, what took
you so long – I need a ride and do you have any
bloody cigarettes?!”
‘C’ Squadron, on that fateful first day of the
war, disabled nearly 20 Pattons and stalled
the Pakistani advance. Even in retreat, against
overwhelming odds, the 20th Lancers helped
prevent capture of that lone bridge at Akhnur, the
critical route to Kashmir. On 1st September this
year, 50 years to the day, we stood on a peaceful
garden near the bridge with senior officers of
the Division commanding the sector. As we took
photographs, one of them said quietly, “Make no
mistake sir, we would not be standing here today
but for what they did – the loss of that bridge
would have changed the contours of India.”

The old iron bridge still stands with independent
pride. And the 20th Lancers are still feted as the
“Saviours of Akhnur.”
Perhaps we could best remember Bhaskar in the
words of a long-retired soldier of the regiment who
also fought in that war. At a regimental event, this
old and gentle veteran walked up to confirm that I
was Bhaskar’s son. Both of us stood wordless for
a moment as he clasped my hands tightly. Then
with great emphasis and with tears in his eyes, he
said, “Sub jaanté hain ki Bhaskar-saab soldier thay.
Sub jaanté ki wo leader thay. But sir, hamaaré liye,
Bhaskar heeré thay. Heeré.”
‘Everyone knows he was a soldier and a leader. But
for us, he was a diamond among men.’
We are grateful to walk in the long shadow cast by
his short life.
A version of this story appeared on the authors’ blog
roysrambling.wordpress.com in September 2016.

Indo - Chinese
Military History
Darshan Singh
(90 T, 1962)

This article is an edited version of a speech delivered
by the author at the inaugural Military History Seminar
held at Welham Boys' School on 6-7 October, 2017.
Children in most countries know their military
history. Unfortunately, in India if you ask someone
between the ages of 20 and 50 what they know
about the ’62 war, the ’65 war or the ’71 War, or for
that matter the present frictions on our borders,
there is relative ignorance. It is therefore of
paramount importance that children in India know
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their history to determine what was the largest
extent of their national empire, and then to try to
re-establish it. China was originally a much smaller
country but under the Qing dynasty, they extended
their territory. After 1911, when the Chinese empire
ended and, till the end of the Second World War,
China was a nation that did not include Sinkiang,
Tibet or Inner Mongolia. It was in the 1950s under
Mao Zedong that they overran Sinkiang and
Tibet and said it was their territory. It is of course
debatable as to how this can be assumed.

Darshan Singh, Chairman Welham Boys delivers his speech

about their military history. It is well known to all
that a strong economy and good military planning
is what makes a nation relevant.
I would like to touch upon mind games,
disinformation and borders. In fact, what makes
nations claim border limits, makes people fight to
establish boundaries, to increase their territory. To
hold one’s own borders is a sovereign right for any
country, but there are attempts to an imperialistic
approach for extending territory. Some countries
which become economically and militarily strong
are in the best position to attempt to go back into

As we know, China today controls these areas and
this establishes an all-time rule that those who have
the power can rule over other people’s lives and
territories and therefore continue their expansion.
It remains to be seen whether the grabbing of
Tibet can extend to what is now known as little
Tibet or Arunachal. The Chinese have their own
names for Arunachal and other parts of the
world, but does this make those places Chinese
territories? We also have our own names for
places in Tibet or in China. Does that make them a
bona fide part of India?
Clearly Tibet is now a part of an area under China
and is administered by China via conquest and

Darshan Singh in conversation with Gen. VK Singh, former Chief of Staff, Indian Army and Shiv Kunal Verma
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occupation. If we are to go by the maximum area
controlled by any nation in history, then most of
China should be deemed to be a part of Mongolia.
Would China ever agree to this? It could be argued
by a scholar that the real size of a nation is only
determined by its imperialistic design. According
to this logic if Tibet is a part of China, then India
and China are actually both a part of Mongolia.
Let us now look at the Mughal Empire. Babur came
from the village of Andijan in the District of Fergana,
now in Uzbekistan. At the height of the Mughal
Empire it may be argued that India could quite
easily claim other nations’ territories, if the methods
adopted by China are followed by everyone.
You can see that Afghanistan was a part of
what was then India (as was also at the time of
the Mughals). But we do not claim Afghanistan.
Clearly the maximum extent of the territories
gained in the historical past cannot be the basis to
determine the boundaries of nations today.
The Chinese play mind games the same way they
control their own population, which is easy, as
they are not a democracy. In Doklam they tried the
same verbal duels with cunning style. Claiming a
soft approach, then a tough approach, but at the
same time concealing that they had massive troop
build-up and artillery guns and battle tanks nearby.
In 1962 they tricked Prime Minister Nehru into a
‘Chini-Hindi, Bhai-Bhai’, and when they attacked,
Nehru could not believe that he had been let down.
‘Chini-Hindi, Bhai-Bhai’ was a massive failure
for India and Tibet. In the second half of 2017, it
seems they again feel that India can be misled
again by talking of the panchsheel doctrine.
We know Tibet was a free country. Major
Francis Younghusband went up to Lhasa in
1904 from Nepal and Sikkim with Gorkhas and
Lt. Arthur Hadon, and it was all Tibetans that he
encountered, not Chinese.
Even Nain Singh Rawat went to Lhasa in 1865 in
a famous trek from the Survey of India and clearly
it was a free Tibet. He went three times, first with

Germans, then under British tutelage with his cousin
Mani Singh. These records are easily available.
Again from the POW camp in Clement Town,
where the British had imprisoned Germans during
WWII, the great Austrian mountaineer Heinrich
Harrer, who escaped, went to Tibet, met the then
young Dalai Lama who then ruled, and wrote the
book - Seven Years in Tibet. It was during this
visit that he confirms malafide Chinese intentions
through their embassy at Lhasa. Embassies as we
know, are set up in foreign countries.
Finally, but in brief, the Indian army itself withdrew
its last troops in September 1954 from the two
divisions that were based in Tibet. Volumes are
written on this, at a time when India also had
an Embassy in Lhasa. The Chinese tricked India
through a trade agreement, and Tibet lost its
independence.
It would be ridiculous to imagine that earlier
conquest of territory is proof of the extent of a
national boundary. In that case the British Empire’s
rightful territories would be larger today. However
the territories that they ruled are now independent
nations under the British Commonwealth.

The General addresses the gathering
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Barkha Dutt interviews Darshan Singh

There are hundreds of examples in history. Is South
America to be considered a part of Spain and
Portugal? Is Texas a part of Mexico? Strasbourg,
now a part of France, was once a part of Germany.
Corsica, now a part of France, was once a part of
Italy. So we have to live with realistic situations and
what is acceptable to the people of the area. I am
sure all these views will form a case for food for
thought and discussion. It can also become a part
of curriculum in Indian Schools so that our future
generations are wiser and are able to comprehend
problems that happen on our borders.
What I have said is only touching the tip of the
iceberg. I do hope this first seminar on military
history will lead us to greater insight into what may
take us in and out of war.

Afterword on China – How India
Must Pivot
Understanding China
If we look in particular at the history of the last
100 years of China, there is one clear trend that they must succeed at any cost and by any
means. The first and most important aspect
was to add more territory to their country
as demonstrated earlier in my seminar. Mao
Zedong’s ‘great leap forward’ is also celebrated
with considerable fanfare in China. It was
perhaps a clumsy start but eventually translated
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into considerable success. One of the great
aspects of the foundation laid by Mao Zedong
was to improve and ensure excellent education
for the people of China. He knew that with a
large population of educated people he would
achieve much more and move forward. There
were some difficult decisions taken, ruthless in
many cases and in some ways the ruthlessness
was to the long term advantage of the future
China. For example the execution of corrupt
persons in the erstwhile China. Killing the
followers of the Kuomintang of Chiang Kai Shek
who had to escape to Formosa (now Taiwan) to
set up a new country.
China has continued to grow in strength due
to a large manufacturing base, considerable
improvement in production quality and of
course massive inward foreign remittances due
to exports, enabling the country to make huge
investments in infrastructure not only in China
but in projects such as economic corridors and
military bases outside the country. This will of
course enhance the power of the country and
threaten mainly the current global status of the
USA. There are two aspects in which China is
not tested and that is the fact that success will
force them into a more democratic scenario
which in itself will change this whole system.
Secondly, for them to control the world they will
need to make the yuan/renminbi an international
currency. In this regard, the dollar will continue
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to reign, as the USA has been able to survive
over a dozen recessions in the last century while
China is still to face even one recession.
The lessons for India are:
China will set itself a path to its successful
conclusion regardless of how many setbacks it
faces on the way. They will even go through the
stage of pleasantries, statements of good intent
and eyewash all into believing them. But eventually,
they will resort to their own path to achieve their
original objectives. The way our former Prime
Minister, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru was misled
into the’62 War is well documented. Nehruji was
dejected but the damage was done. He thought
he had an agreement and was generous with the
situation in Tibet but to the eventual advantage of
China. India lost out.
Now the Chinese still continue on the same path
through building roads, controlling water, building
anti-India military installations and will not relent
on an imperialistic hegemony. Those who do
not believe this or are convinced by anyone into
thinking otherwise will only live to see the position
dissolving in front of their own eyes.
The case of Doklam is an excellent example. We
were smart enough to embarrass China by
making it seem that they were bullying a small
nation - Bhutan. China backed off and our press
applauded a ‘victory’. But for them this is only
a speed breaker on the road of China. They will
be back either building roads into Arunachal
Pradesh or other areas and even 100 meters
behind Doklam itself. Therefore the singleminded purpose of expanding the current
Chinese ‘empire’ will continue.
However, as China grows they will certainly have to
face opposition in some parts of the world where
their presence may irritate local populations. For
example, and in my opinion, it is only a question of
time when the fearlessly proud tribal populations
of Western Pakistan will also revolt against China’s
presence in their areas.

As explained in my seminar, Tibet was never a
part of China. It is for India to honestly state that
we accepted Tibet as part of China consequent to
acquisition by conquest and occupation. If this is
explained then at least we can say that merely to
conquer Tibet does not give them rights on what
they claim was little Tibet or Arunachal Pradesh.
This is just a theory they have propounded from
the sects of Buddhism that came up in Tibet and
adjoining areas.
Much more can be said but for the purpose of this
very initial article, perhaps the point is made; at least
for those who are willing to understand and not be
taken in, to lose and be misled time and again.

Doscos as
Standard
Bearers
Wing Commander Rajesh Khosla
Talk of The Doon School usually concerns old
boys who have made a name for themselves
as successful businessmen or politicians, few
being aware of the tremendous contribution
they have made to the armed forces. Apart from
the fact that the ‘Eton of India’ has produced an
Air Chief (Lakshman Madhav Katre 241 T, 1942)
and a Vice Chief of the Indian Army (Adi Sethna,
191 K, 1939) dozens of Doscos have served
in the three arms with honour, and even today
continue to do so. Even a cursory glance at the
Old Boy records throws up the startling fact that
at least one-out-of-five of them is from an armed
forces background.
Not surprising then that in what could have far
reaching consequences, three Doscos have been
playing a pioneering role in a movement that is surely
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and steadily gaining a foothold in the country. Ever
since India became an independent country, the
educational system has pointedly ignored military
history as a subject. This glaring omission became
even more critical as the country fought a series of
seemingly endless wars, starting from the 1947-48
Jammu and Kashmir operations to the terrorist and
insurgent attacks which continue to haunt us today.
At best, these events were given a cursory glance by
commentators and the unfortunate result of this is
that very few of our countrymen are truly aware of
what actually happened in 1962, 1965 or 1971, let
alone other more contemporary issues like Blue Star,
Siachen, IPKF or Kargil.

Towards this end, he found in Darshan Singh (90 T,
1962), a perfect ally. Both being sons of army officers,
they began to work on a broad plan that could be
incorporated into the schedule of a residential school.
"History taught in schools completely bypasses
crucial events that have shaped India," says Darshan
Singh, who is also the Chairman of the Welham
Boys' School Board of Governors. "We feel it's vital to
expand the canvas. As educationists, it is our job to
place the entire gambit before our children even if it
means stretching ourselves to find the extra time to
create the slots." Accordingly, Welham Boys' School
then took the initiative to introduce regular classes on
India's military history.

Two Doon School Old Boys – Captain Amarinder
Singh (45 T, 1959) and Shiv Kunal Verma (182

The school began working with Kunal Verma,
who held the first session between 20 and 22
April 2017. “We cannot be limited by what is only
in the curriculum. Unfortunately, our military
history has been a subject that just hasn't
been given its due,” says Gunmeet Bindra, the
principal of Welham Boys' School.

H, 1976) – have emerged as respected authors
dealing with military history in the country. While
the erstwhile Maharaja of Patiala who is now
the Chief Minister of Punjab has authored Lest
We Forget, A Ridge Too Far and The Monsoon
War (Roli Books), Kunal Verma (better known as
Fauji in School) has authored the pathbreaking
book on the Indo-China conflict - 1962: The
War That Wasn't (Aleph) and The Long Road to
Siachen - The Question Why (Rupa & co.) and
also made some of the most outstanding films
on the Armed Forces that include The Standard
Bearers on the National Defence Academy and
the Making of a Warrior for the Indian Military
Academy.
On the usual lecture tour after his book was
released, Kunal Verma was delighted with the
response of the students: "I had earlier spoken
to the Welham Boys' and The Doon School
and quite a few others after my 1962 book
was released... the response was absolutely
wonderful, belying the fact that military history
had no place in schools. The questions they
asked were extremely perceptive and I began
to feel that the time was perhaps right for us to
work out a systematic programme which would
expose the students to this vital subject.”
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Air Marshal JS Kler, PVSM, VM, the commandant
of the National Defence Academy in Pune,
commended the move: 'Excellent. This is yeoman
service which is extremely important for our young
generation. This will enable them to participate
instead of being bystanders...bash on!"
Lieutenant General Atta Hassnain adds "The
military history paper of an important promotion
examination was temporarily suspended in
the army two decades ago on grounds that its
study was no longer relevant. The army hurriedly
restored it after the realization that military
intellectual faculties without knowledge of military
history remain unfulfilled. Mr Darshan Singh and
Shiv Kunal Verma's pioneering effort to bring
military history to public schools is a most exciting
development for those of us who know how much
intellect goes into soldiering."
"The canvas expands automatically", adds Srikanth
Rajagopalan, who coordinated the military history
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talks. "One of the boys, told me how Kalaamb,
which is on the Dehradun-Ambala highway, got its
name. There was apparently so much blood shed
during the third Battle of Panipat, all the mangoes
growing on the trees turned black."
In October 2017, Darshan Singh hosted a military
history seminar. This event was recognized to
be the first of its kind in the country and had the
participation of over 30 schools and educational
institutions from across the subcontinent. The
event also boasted the active participation of both
the Rashtriya Indian Military College and the Indian
Military Academy with 250 students participating
in all. The seminar was inaugurated by the Former
Army Chief and Minister of State for External Affairs,
General VK Singh and had quite a gallery of notable
speakers who interacted with the students over the
two-day period. Among them were Hon. Captain Bana
Singh, PVC, of Siachen fame;
Lt. Gen Mohinder Puri, the erstwhile Commander
of 8 Mountain Division which fought the Tololing
and Tiger Hill battles; Brigadier Devinder Singh,
who commanded 70 Brigade in the Batalik
Sector, Lt. General KJ Singh, the former Western
Army Commander and Major General Raj Mehta;
Lt. General PC Bhardwaj, Former Vice Chief,
VrC, Special Forces [1 Para]; Lt. General Zameer
Uddin Shah, Former Deputy Chief of the Indian
Army and Vice Chancellor of the Aligarh Muslim
University; Commodore Udai Bhaskar, noted
Strategic expert; journalist Barkha Dutt and Shiv
Kunal Verma. The plan is to conduct the seminar
on an annual basis.
In continuing to make good on his promise of
better educating many on India’s military history,
Captain Amarinder Singh hosted the inaugural
Military Literature Festival in Chandigarh in
December 2017.
Rajesh Khosla is an alumnus of St. Columba’s
School, New Delhi and after a colourful career in the
Indian Air Force, joined civil aviation in 1992.

A Tribute
to Air Chief
Marshal Laksman
Madhav Katre,
PVSM, AVSM & Bar
Brijesh Dhar Jayal
101 T, 1951

When the editor of the Rose Bowl wrote to me mentioning that he was putting together an armed force
themed issue and required a write up, I was delighted on two counts. First, the armed forces rarely
feature on the radar of our community and this was
a refreshingly new idea, although I must qualify
that when Pushpindar Chopra was President of The
DSOBS, being a military historian and an aviation
enthusiast of standing, he did more than his share
on this count!
But more importantly, this would give us all an opportunity to celebrate and pay homage to a Dosco,
who not only achieved the highest rank of Chief of
the Air Staff, but made significant contribution to
both military aviation in India and to the national
aeronautics industry. I also had the privilege of
working under him in the IAF.
I first saw Lakshman Madhav Katre as a D-former when he was invited by Holdy, house master
Tata House, to join the boys for Dinner and share
some thoughts with them. As impressionable
youngsters we were excited to see amongst us a
young Dosco Flight Lieutenant and a fighter pilot
to boot. My recollections of the evening are that
he was soft spoken, modest and witty. Professorial in a way rather than the swashbuckling movie
image of a fighter pilot. Little did one know at
the time that fate would make our paths cross in
later years.
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Air Chief Marshal Katre (T) (Baba Katre to his friends)
was commissioned in the IAF in 1946 whilst I followed
nearly a decade later in 1955. He spent his first two
years 1946-47 as a young Pilot Officer in No 1 Squadron in what was then the Royal Indian Air Force, a
squadron which later in 1953-54 was commanded by
his senior and another distinguished Dosco Air Marshal TS Brar, (J) (Timki to his friends) who not only
ushered in the jet age with the vampire fighters, but
was to retire as Vice Chief of Air Staff. Over two decades later in 1975, I was privileged to command the
same squadron equipped with Mig 21 fighters.
I can recall two other Doscos Ranvijay Singh (Kismet)
and Karan Sher Singh Kalsia (both Tata) who also
served in No 1 Sqn. and am not quite sure how many
other Doscos may have done so, but I do hope they
will add to this list, with letters to the editor!
As an aside, it was in 1961 that both Kismet and I were
posted in Jamnagar in the Pilot Attacker Instructor
School and Karan Sher Singh Kalsia’s Hunter Squadron was visiting for routine gunnery training when
Karan met with a fatal air accident. For his gallant act
and supreme sacrifice, he was posthumously awarded
the Kirti Chakra by the president of India. The official
citation reads as follows: “On 19th January, 1961,
Flight Lieutenant Kalsia was on a training flight in a
Hunter aircraft. Just after getting airborne, at a height
of approximately 200 ft., he called up his leader and
informed him that his engine had flamed out. At this
time his aircraft was heading towards populated area
of Jamnagar city and had he ejected and abandoned
the aircraft, without any doubt it would have crashed
into Jamnagar city, thus causing extensive damage
to life and property. Realising this Flight Lieutenant
Kalsia deliberately turned his aircraft away from the
populated area and in doing so he lost the valuable
height at which he could have ejected safely. He then
attempted a force landing during which he was killed
instantaneously. Flight Lieutenant Kalsia warded off
what might have been a catastrophe and in doing so
sacrificed his own life. By his gallant act and supreme
sacrifice, Flight Lieutenant Kalsia has created a noble
tradition for the Indian Air Force to emulate.”
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We as a community can take pride that our fellow
Doscos like Karan have left behind such lofty
traditions for others to follow.
During his field assignments Baba Katre commanded three fighter squadrons, two operational
bases one each in the eastern and western sectors
and the prestigious Air Force Academy that is the
cradle for IAF officers. He took over as Air Officer
Commanding-in-Chief of Eastern Air Command in
1978. It was when I followed in his footsteps and
took over Command of Eastern Air Command in
1991, that I had the opportunity to study in detail his
vision and contribution to laying the ground work
for this command that today makes it a significant
deterrent to potential adversaries.
He then moved as AOC-in-C of Western Air Command in early 1981 and it was in this position
that I had the first opportunity to work under him
as I was then Commanding Air Force Station
at Ambala, at the time equipped with our latest
Jaguar long range strike aircraft. Not surprisingly
there were umpteen occasions when strategies
and tactics were discussed both at Command
HQ or with the C-in-C and his team visiting us
at Ambala or other forward locations. There
were occasions when classified missions were
planned, executed and debriefings held. With all
the operational experience behind him, his first
instinct was to place the problem before those
who will ultimately have to deliver and listen attentively. He would then give clear cut directions
to his staff for these to be converted to operational directives. As an operational commander
he took full responsibility for his decisions and in
his eyes those under him could do no wrong. It
is not surprising that Baba was respected and admired by all those under his charge, a rare quality
in military leadership.
Once I got a call from him telling me that he had made
an offer to the HM to send school boys to visit an IAF
fighter station and that the HM had gladly accepted.
His one line message: ‘Brijesh do make sure that they
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like what they see. We could do with some of them.’
I had almost forgotten this episode until recently a
Dosco parent Group Captain Rajat Mohan reminded
me that he was part of the team that visited Ambala
at the time. No doubt this visit was instrumental in his
decision to opt for an IAF career!
The Folland Gnat fighter that is displayed across
the hospital was again one of Baba’s ideas. He
believed that rather than sell such machines as
junk, they should be used to inspire future generations. Knowing the inflexibility of our system,
I can understand that it must have taken him
some effort to get our bureaucracy to relent.
Today, many educational institutions sport such
iconic machines and whilst not all treat them
with the same degree of respect, I know Doon will
set an example!
One day in late 1983 I received a call from Baba
Katre suggesting that I drop in to his office the
next day. Just to keep me at ease he said, “No
need for any briefing papers. I just want to have a
chat!’ As I marched into his office at the appointed time, he was seated on the easy chair in one
corner and summoned me to the next chair. He
greeted me with ‘Brijesh, guess what? The powers that be are sending me as Chairman, Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd. And I have no clue. I know
you have spent over five years on deputation to
HAL as an experimental test pilot both in Nasik
and Bangalore Divisions. I want to pick your
mind.” And this is precisely what he did!
We had a most interesting session lasting about
two hours. One could gauge that he had no intention of being just another chairman. He had a vision for HAL and ideas on what needed doing. All
he needed was to understand the nitty-gritty of
how the system works such that he could weave
his plans accordingly. He bid me good bye saying
“If I have any questions, I’ll call you.” Here was a
commander a decade senior in rank and service,
but with humility to seek advice from juniors!
That was Baba Katre.

There was great disappointment amongst many of
us as we felt that this step was meant to ease Baba
Katre out of reckoning to be the next Air Chief. Fortunately, these fears were unfounded. He took over as
chairman, HAL in December 1983 and his tenure there
lasted barely a year. Nearly a decade later, as Deputy
Chief of the Air Staff, I also held the ex-officio post of a
director on the board of HAL and it is then that I learnt
of the many path-breaking changes that Baba Katre
had brought about in one of our most vital aeronautics
enterprises. All in the space of one year!
On 4th September, 1984, Baba Katre took over as the
Chief of Air Staff with the rank of Air Chief Marshal,
the first Dosco to have done so. The IAF was delighted. With his customary zeal, he set about putting in
place his plans for the IAF of tomorrow. Sadly, on 1st
July, 1985, barely ten months into his hectic tenure, he
suffered a cardiac arrest and expired. The IAF lost an
iconic leader and the nation, an officer and airman who
left his mark for the better.
I am a firm believer that had fate not intervened, Baba
would have brought about wide-ranging changes to
how the nation uses its military air power and indeed
a more pragmatic approach to civil-military relations.
What is more, post retirement governments would
have harnessed his talent and energy for other nation-building endeavours.
Post Script
Doscos are fortunate to have within the Chandbagh
community a continuing link with the air force.
Whilst Sameer Katre is Air Chief Marshal Katre and
Sheila Katre’s son, his wife Anez is the daughter of
Air Marshal Sikand, a celebrated fighter pilot. And
we have Wing Commander Anupama Joshi, one of
the first Lady officers to have joined the IAF. She
tells me that she commanded the Guard of Honour
that was given to me in Jamnagar on my farewell
visit as AOC-in-C South Western Air Command!
With their presence, may more Doscos join the Indian Air Force thus fulfilling Baba Katre’s dream!
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News from

The DSOBS Secretariat
Ashutosh Goyal, Joint Secretary DSOBS
392 K, 1986

Dear Doscos,
The DSOBS Secretariat extends New Year
Greetings to you and your loved ones.
This year The DSOBS will enter its 80th year. In
this landmark year we have frozen the design
of our Lamp Logo. We have selected the design
created by Padmashri Sudhir Khastgir (an
accomplished artist from Shanti Niketan and the
first art teacher of the School), thereby eliminating
several variations of the lamp that were being
used indiscriminately. We have also created a
motto for the Society – ‘An Aristocracy of Service’
This new logo, along with the motto, has already
been proudly hoisted at the South Pole. Mr. Ankur
Bahl (193 JA, 1976) reached the southern tip of the
earth on January 11. You make us proud Ankur.

The Dosco Golfers looking their orange best prior to the tee-off
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The Inter House Squash 2017 was held at the
Delhi Gymkhana in the first week of October.
Kashmir House continued their dominance and
emerged the outright victors.
The DSOBS, under the leadership of President
Bull, continues to create new landmarks. The
78th AGM was held during Founders. This time
it was held on Saturday, just before the main
Founder’s function. It was held in the Library and
around 180 members attended. This attendance
was much higher than the previous years. The
president’s report was in the form of a power
point presentation, made by the Jt. Secretary,
rather than the usual speech. This pleasant
change was welcomed by the House. Founder’s
was well attended and the decadial get-togethers
were very well organized and appreciated by all.
We congratulate the School for planning and
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executing a wonderful weekend, full of festivities,
events, celebrations and nostalgia.
Founders, this year, overlapped with the Welham
Girls’ 60th year celebrations, so the ‘nostalgia’
factor was further enhanced for many! The DSOBS
provided full support to the Welham Girls Alumni
Association in putting up a wonderful show.
The 20th Inter House Golf Tournament was held
at the Jaypee Greens, Greater Noida, on November
04. About 100 golfers participated. The School
also sent a team of boys to participate. Tata
House was declared the overall winners. This was
followed a fortnight later by the Annual Gibson Golf
Tournament with Mayo College, at the same venue,
on November 18. Both the events went off very
well, courtesy detailed planning and execution by
the Golf Sub-Committee, headed by Mr. Gurmeet
Singh (883 TA, 1982). Active participation and the
spirit of competition and camaraderie were in full
display at both the events.
A Get-together, ‘Sundowner’, was held in New Delhi
on November 05. This new format of starting
the function early in the evening and wrapping
up within the time limits set by the Govt, was
well appreciated by everyone. With ‘Sundowner’,
we celebrated several events – 80 Years of The
DSOBS; Farewell to Mr Gautam Thapar (200 H,
1979) and Welcome to Mr Sunil Kant Munjal (180
KB, 1973) as Chairman of the Board of Governors
of the School; To give away the awards of Inter
House Golf Tournament; Socials with the Welham
Girls alumni celebrating 60 years of their school.
Hello! magazine covered the event.
Soon after the ‘Sundowner’, the Executive
Committee has its 185th Meeting at the
Secretariat to welcome the new members and to
allocate Sub-Committee portfolios, for maintaining
continuity to and adding upon the good work being

Hello boys! GT on the dais with HM, SKM, The President & VP

by the Society. You will read about all that has
been accomplished and the work in progress in the
forthcoming issues of the Rose Bowl.
You will be proud to know that, observing the
numerous activities and events, particularly those
under the ‘An Aristocracy of Service’ banner, being
organized very professionally by The DSOBS,
several corporates, including multi-nationals, have
come forward to partner with us in our initiatives.
Sotheby’s, Cox & Kings, Range Rover etc. have
already supported some the events and initiatives.
The list of corporates is impressive as it is and it’s
growing. In fact, Range Rover launched the 2018
edition of one of their vehicles at the ‘Sundowner’
The Calcutta Region held their annual golf
tournament and dinner (socials with the Welham Girls
alumni) on December 01. The Bangalore Region also
had a get-together, ‘socials’ with the Welham Girls
alumni on January 20. The newly created Boston
Region had their first get-together, after being carved
out as a new region at the last AGM. The class of
1979 has met several times in the last month or
so, classes of 1986, 1973, 1982 (in Singapore). The
President hosted the Collegium and the Classes of
1973 & 74 to a sumptuous dinner on January 03.
Old Boys have been meeting up all over the world, in
small groups and in class & regional get-togethers –
Singapore, London, New York, Delhi, Bombay etc. etc.
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of Doscos the world over, in a diverse range of
activities. Mr Aditya N Singh – Rocky 2 - (75 JB,
1989) held a workshop for boys of the Video Club
in the School, wherein the boys got first-hand
experience of film direction and videography.

The 78th AGM held at Founder's

“An Aristocracy of Service” – True to our motto,
the Society continues to focus on its philanthropic
initiatives. Under our Langar Seva initiative, we
have fed about 70,000 poor and hungry people
in the last one year. This year we have more than
doubled our target to feeding 150,000 hungry
people. We would like to acknowledge the support
of the Class of 1979, led by Arvinder S Johar
(640 TA, 1979) who have committed to support
the langar seva every Tuesday, for a whole year.
Doscos continue to help us support this initiative
by donating regularly for the noble cause.
The president graciously accepted the books,
amongst them several very rare and out of print, of
the library of Late C R Irani of Calcutta, and gifted
them to the School’s library. The DSOBS proudly
continues to support the philanthropic initiatives

The Late C R Irani's book collection was donated to the
School Library by his wife and grandson

64

The Annual Cricket Bash – an annual cricket
tournament between the alumni of Mayo College,
Daly College, Scindia School and The Doon School
– was hosted by The DSOBS this year at the
School, from 15 – 17 December. The weekend
saw some very good and competitive cricket
being played. Some of the matches went to the
last few balls. Daly College, Indore emerged as the
winners. We would like to put on the record the
wonderful arrangements made by the School for
all the teams. They played the perfect host and the
visitors were totally awestruck by the hospitality.
Mr. Manav Kochar (183 O, 2009), the recently
appointed Jt. Rep. of Dehra Dun Region, hosted the
teams for dinner at his hotel. Post the tournament,
Mr. Michael Dalvi (370 T, 1962) hosted the teams
for dinner. He very graciously announced that his
hotel, Vishranti Resorts, will host a dinner for the
participating teams every time the tournament is
held in Dehra Dun.
Several external organisations utilized the
Secretariat facilities for holding their meetings.
To reiterate, the Secretariat’s conference room
and fellowship area are available to all Doscos
for holding their business meetings and small
get-togethers.
M/s Sahai Tripathi & Co of Mr Mahesh Sahai (145
J, 1953) retired as the auditors of the Society after
almost 60 years! M/s N Kochhar & Co of Mr Nikhel
Kochhar (41 KB, 1973) have been appointed the
new auditors in the last AGM. M/s S K Chadha &
Associates, Chartered Accountants, have been
appointed internal auditors and tax advisors to the
Society. The new auditors visited the Secretariat to
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take stock of the current systems and processes
being followed. They have submitted their reports
to the Governance & Office SOPs Sub-Committee.
The 186th Meeting of the Executive Committee
was held on January 29. A lot of work has been
done by the various Sub-Committees over the past
few months. In particular, the Governance & SOPs
Sub-Committee, headed by Mr. Gautam Thapar
(200 H, 1979) has been extremely busy over
the last few months and they have held several
meetings. In keeping up with the changing times
and to bring greater professionalism in the day to
day running of the Secretariat, this Sub-Committee
is putting together a set of rules for governance,
which were non-existent till now.

upon and ratify some amendments to the existing
Rules governing the Society and for taking certain
important policy decisions. Re-visiting these
is important. More details of the EGM shall be
informed by email and shall also be posted on the
Society’s website, closer to the appointed date.
All Doscos are stakeholders of the Society and
we urge you to attend and be part of the decision
making process of your Society.

A sub-committee meeting in progress

The 186th EC Meeting at The DSOBS Secretariat

The Memorabilia Sub-Committee met up to take
stock of the current status and get feedback on
Doscobilia since its launch. The feedback has
been very positive, with revenues from sales of
memorabilia having grown exponentially over the
last quarter.

This is the last and final call for submitting your
updated information and latest coordinates to The
DSOBS. The fifth edition of The Dosco Record is
going into print very soon. We urge all Doscos to
send in their latest contact & other details to us.
You must fill the Dosco Record Form and send
it back to us even if your contact details have
not changed over the past few years. The Form
has certain additional fields of information which
are needed by us for some new initiatives of The
DSOBS. Class & Regional Reps are requested to
please follow up with Doscos of your batch and
region, respectively. The Forms have been mailed
to all of you more than once. We request you to
please take up this initiative of The DSOBS.

An Special General Body Meeting (EGM) of the
Society has been called on March 10, at the India
International Centre, New Delhi. This is to debate
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Notice under Rule 5 of The DSOBS Rules inviting
Applications/Nominations for the Post of Vice President of
The Doon School Old Boys' Society

January 1, 2018
Dear Members,
Let me begin by wishing you and yours a very
happy 2018. I hope to see you all in large numbers
in Dehra Dun during the School Founder's being
held on October 12, 13, 2018,
You are aware that I will complete my term as the
President of your Society on conclusion of this
year's Annual General Meeting being held Saturday
October 13, 2018.
As per the Rules of the Society, the present
Vice President, Rahul Kohli, will assume the
office of President of your Society on that day.
Consequently, there will be a vacancy for the
position of Vice President. This notice is to seek
nominations from those interested in serving
the Society in that position. As prescribed by the
present Rules, the process for the election of the
Vice President is to be initiated by January 31 of
the year in which the vacancy is to arise. Notice of
the vacancy is to be posted on Society's website,
sent by e-mail or other means of communication
and also published in the appropriate issue of the
Rosebowl. Hence this notice.
The current procedure postulates all those
individuals from amongst The DSOBS who wish
to offer their candidature for the post of Vice
President to confidentially send their applications
to the President of The DSOBS through any
member of The DSOBS as a proposer and two
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other members of The DSOBS (from different
age bands) as Seconders. The Proposer and the
Seconders shall be from each of the three age
bands prescribed for this purpose, namely, below
40 years, 40 to 50 years, and above 50 years.
While forwarding the application of a prospective
candidate, the proposer and the seconders shall
briefly state as to why they feel that the candidate
they recommend should be the Vice President of
the Society. No other recommendation in favour
of a prospective candidate apart from the one
sent by/through the Proposer and two Seconders
referred to above shall either be considered or
given any weightage. The Proposer and Seconders
of one candidate cannot nominate or recommend
the name of any other candidate that year.
The applications shall be accompanied by the
following:(i). A brief Curriculum Vitae of the candidate.
(ii). The candidate's contributions to The Doon
School and The Doon School Old Boys' Society in
the past.
(iii). The candidate's strengths and the areas
in which he expects to contribute to The Doon
School and The Doon School Old Boys' Society in
particular and the society at large in general.
(iv). The candidate's Vision Statement for four
years and beyond.
(v). The Batch or Class to which the candidate
belongs.
The following key elements will need to be borne
in mind by an individual interested in becoming the
Vice President:

JANUARY 2018 | THE ROSEBOWL
i) He/she should have commitment to the
objectives of the Society,
ii) He/she should be able to devote time to its
functions,
iii) He/she should have a good standing in Society,
iv) He/she should have reached a certain level of
achievement in his profession,
v) Membership of the Executive Committee of the
Society would be desirable, though not mandatory,
and
vi) He/she should be able to travel outside New
Delhi to meet OBs and carry out the work of the
society in a suitable manner.
However, inability to travel outside New Delhi [in
the context of Rule 5(2)(d)(vi) i.e. point vi) above]
shall not be considered as reason to debar an
interested individual so long as between the
President and Vice President, at least one of them
is able to represent the Society outside New Delhi,
as needed.

Accordingly, I hereby invite nominations from The
DSOBS fraternity for the post of Vice President.
Nominations should be sent in confidence by the
candidates addressed to the President (me) to be
received by or before 5.00 pm on June 30, 2018.
Such applications can be delivered (receipt to be
obtained) or mailed to:
THE PRESIDENT
THE DOON SCHOOL OLD BOYS' SOCIETY
C-574, LOWER GROUND FLOOR
DEFENCE COLONY,
NEW DELHI 110024
Kindly super-scribe “Nomination for Vice
President” on the envelope.
Alternately, you may send the nominations via
e-mail together with all attachments directly to the
President(me) at bullsardar@hotmail.com

The Vice President will serve a two year term and
will subsequently assume the position of President
for two years.

Thanking you

All applications in conformity with the above
and the provisions of Rule 5(b), (c) & (d) shall be
submitted on or before 5.00 pm on June 30,
2018. No application received after 5.00 pm on
June 30, 2018 shall be entertained or considered.

Jaswinder Singh Bull
(344 J, 1986)
President
The Doon School Old Boys' Society

Yours sincerely

Once the nominations for the post of Vice
President are received, I shall constitute a
Committee to examine the applications and
deliberate thereupon with the objective of arriving
at a consensus to recommend one name for the
Executive Committee to place before the House
for approval at the Annual General meeting. In this
process the Executive Committee, the Committee
constituted by me and I shall follow the procedure
postulated by Rules 5(2)(h) to (n).
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Notice under Rule 6 of The DSOBS Rules inviting Applications
from Prospective Members for the Executive Committee of
The Doon School Old Boys' Society

January 1, 2018
Dear Members,
This year, ONE vacancy will arise in The DSOBS
Executive Committee which will be filled in at the
AGM to be held on Saturday October 13, 2018
The details of the vacancies are:Sl. No. Group Age in years
Vacancy
1.
C
30 yrs - 40 yrs ONE(1)
Please note: 30 yrs to 40 yrs means upto 40 yrs but
not 40.
As per the Rules of the Society, the process of
selection of an Executive Committee Member is to
be initiated by the President by or before January 31,
2018 and notices of such vacancies are to be posted
on the Society's website, sent out by e-mail or other
means of communication and also published in the
appropriate issue of The Rose Bowl. Hence
this notice.
The current procedure postulates that all those
individuals from amongst The DSOBS who wish to
offer their candidature for being a member of the
Executive Committee shall confidentially send their
applications to the President of The DSOBS through
any member of The DSOBS as a Proposer and two
other members of The DSOBS as Seconders. The
Proposer and the Seconders must be from the
same age band (but not the same batch) as the
candidate. The five age bands are below 30 years,
30 to 40 years, 40 to 50 years, 50 to 60 years
and above 60 years. No other recommendation in
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favour of a prospective candidate apart from the
one sent by/through the Proposer and Seconders
referred to above shall be either considered or given
any weightage. The Proposer or Seconders cannot
nominate or recommend the name of any other
candidate that year.
The Proposer and the Seconders along with their
recommendations should also briefly state as to why
the candidate they are recommending should be a
member of the Executive Committee.
The applications should be accompanied by the
following:
(i). A brief Curriculum Vitae of the candidate.
(ii). The candidate's contributions to The Doon School
and The Doon School Old Boys' Society in the past.
(iii). The candidate's strengths and the areas in which
he expects to contribute to The Doon School and The
Doon School Old Boys Society in particular and the
society at large in general.
(iv). What the candidate proposes or expects to
achieve in four years should he be selected as a
member of the Executive Committee.
(v). The Batch or Class to which the candidate
belongs.
Age eligibility for nomination will be the age of the
nominee as on the date of this AGM which is on
Sunday October 13, 2018.
The term of an Executive Committee Member will be
for two years and renewable for another two years
totaling four years.
All applications in conformity with the above and the
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provisions of Rules 6(2)(c),(d) & (e) shall be submitted
by or before 5.00 pm on June 30, 2018. No application
received after 5.00 pm on June 30, 2018 shall be
considered.
Once all applications are received, I shall constitute
a Committee to examine the applications and
deliberate thereupon with the objective of arriving
at a consensus and recommend the name(s) of
one or more candidates as vacancies permit for
the Executive Committee to place before the house
for approval at the Annual General Meeting. In this
process, the Executive Committee, the Committee
constituted by me and I shall follow the procedure
postulated by Rules 6(2)(g) to (l).
I accordingly invite applications from The DSOBS
fraternity for Membership to the Executive
Committee in the age group of 30 - 40 years.
Applications should be sent in confidence addressed
to the President (me) to be received by or before June
30, 2018. Such applications can be delivered (receipt

to be obtained) or mailed to:
THE PRESIDENT
THE DOON SCHOOL OLD BOYS' SOCIETY
C-574, LOWER GROUND FLOOR
DEFENCE COLONY, NEW DELHI 110024
Kindly super-scribe “Application for Executive
Committee” on the envelope.
Alternately, you may send the nominations via
e-mail together with all attachments directly to
the President (me) at bullsardar@hotmail.com or
mail it to Jaswinder Singh Bull, B-10 West End,
New Delhi 110021
Thanking you
Yours sincerely
Yours sincerely
Jaswinder Singh Bull
(344 J, 1986)
President, The Doon School Old Boys Society

Notice under Rule 6 of The DSOBS Rules inviting Applications
from Volunteers to Serve on the Committee for selecting Members of
the Executive Committee of The Doon School Old Boys' Society
January 1, 2018

a Committee to examine the applications and
deliberate thereupon with the objective of arriving

Dear Members,

at a consensus and recommend the name(s) of
one or more candidates as vacancies permit for

I have, by a separate notice issued today, invited

the Executive Committee to place before the house

applications for membership to the Executive

for approval at the Annual General Meeting of the

Committee of The Doon School Old Boys' Society in

Society to be held on October 13, 2018.

Group-C in the age group of 30-40 years in respect
of which one vacancy will arise from and after

This Committee, as per Rule 6(2)(i) to (k) of The

the Annual General Meeting to be held on Sunday

DSOBS Rules is to comprise the President and the

October 13, 2018.

Vice President of The DSOBS, two members of the
Collegium of Presidents, one above the age of 65 and

As per the current Rules, I am required to constitute

one below the age of 65, and two members of the
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Executive Committee as decided by the Executive

a member of such Committee. Any person, apart

Committee. The said two Executive Committee

from the President and Vice President of The DSOBS,

members shall be ineligible to apply for the post of

who has earlier been a member of this Committee

Vice President for a period of four years thereafter.

shall also stand disqualified from being a member

Apart from these six members of this Committee,

of such Committee for four years. Such Committee

six others will be chosen from the five age bands

members shall also stand precluded from applying

referred to in Rule 6(2)(c). One (1) volunteer will be

for membership to the Executive Committee or for

chosen from the age band of below 30 yrs, one (1)

the post of Vice President for the next four years.

from the age band of 30 to 40 years, two (2) from
the age band of 40 to 50 years, one (1) from the

Accordingly, I invite applications in conformity with

age band of 50 to 60 years and one (1) from the age

the above from The DSOBS fraternity to volunteer

band of 60 years and above.

for the Committee to be constituted for the
selection of the Vice President.

The notice requesting for such volunteers is to be
posted on the Society's website, sent by e-mail or

Applications should be sent in confidence addressed

other means of communication as also published in

to the President (me) to be received by or before

the appropriate issue of The Rose Bowl by the last

5.00 pm on June 30, 2018. Such applications can be

date of February 2018. Hence, this notice.

delivered (and receipt obtained) or mailed to:

Applications from such volunteers are to be received

THE PRESIDENT

by June 30, 2018 and after receiving and noting the

THE DOON SCHOOL OLD BOYS' SOCIETY

name and details are to be placed in a sealed box.

C-574, LOWER GROUND FLOOR

The draw of names will be conducted after June 30

DEFENCE COLONY

but before August 15, 2018 by me in the presence

NEW DELHI 110024

of Executive Committee members and others as
prescribed by Rule 6(2)(i) to (k)

Kindly super-scribe “Volunteer for the Committee to
select EC Member” on the envelope.

All applicants should state their name, School
number, House, year of passing, age band with

Alternately, you may send the nominations via

date, month and year of birth as also their postal

email together with all attachments directly to the

and e-mail addresses, telephone numbers including

President(me) at bullsardar@hotmail.com or

cell phone number and other contact details. After

mail it to Jaswinder Singh Bull, B-10 West End,

noting these details, the applications will be folded or

New Delhi 110021

re-sealed and placed in the box referred to above.
Thanking you
Volunteers are requested to note that any person

Yours sincerely

whose relative, whether by blood or marriage, is a
potential Executive Committee candidate/applies

Yours sincerely

this year for membership to the Executive Committee

Jaswinder Singh Bull

shall automatically stand disqualified from being a

(344 J, 1986)

member of such Committee. Similarly, any person

President

who has been a proposer or a seconder of any

The Doon School Old Boys Society

candidate shall also stand disqualified from being
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Notice under Rule 5 of The DSOBS Rules inviting Applications
from Volunteers to Serve on The Committee for selecting
The Vice President of The Doon School Old Boys' Society
January 1, 2018

from the age band of above 50 years. Requests for such
volunteers will also be posted on the Society’s website,

Dear Members,

sent by e-mail or other means of communication as
also published in the appropriate issue of the Rosebowl

I have by a separate notice issued today invited

by the last date of February of the year in which the

nominations/applications for the position of Vice

vacancy arises.

President of The Doon School Old Boys' Society
which post will fall vacant from and after the AGM to

The notice requesting for such volunteers is to be

be held on Sunday October 13, 2018.

posted on the Society's website, sent by e-mail or other
means of communication as also published in the

As per the current Rules, I am required to

appropriate issue of The Rose Bowl by the last date

constitute a Committee to examine the details of

of January 2018. Applications from such volunteers

the prospective candidates, deliberate on their

are to be received by 5.00 pm on June 30, 2018 and

suitability and thereafter, recommend one name to

after receiving and noting the name and details are to

the Executive Committee for being placed before

be placed in a sealed box. The draw of names will be

the House at the Annual General Meeting of the

conducted after June 30 but before August 15, 2018 by

Society to be held on Sunday October 13, 2018.

me in the presence of Executive Committee members
and others as prescribed by Rule 5(2)(h) to (j).

This Committee as per Rule 5(2)(h) of The DSOBS Rules
shall comprise of the President and the Vice President

All applicants should state their name, School

of The DSOBS. In addition, the Executive Committee

number, House, year of passing, age band with

will nominate one of its members to represent it on this

date, month and year of birth as also their postal

Committee. The Chairman of the Board of Governors

and email addresses, telephone numbers including

shall be requested to nominate one Old Boy Governor to

cell phone number and other contact details. After

be a member of this Committee. The President will also

noting these details, the applications will be folded

request ‘the Collegium of Presidents’ to nominate three

or resealed and placed in the box referred to above.

past Presidents to join this Committee as members.

Volunteers are requested to note that any person

Of the three nominees of the Collegium of Presidents,

whose relative, whether by blood or marriage, is a

two shall be in the age group of below 70 years while

potential Vice Presidential candidate/applies this

the third will be in the age group of 70 years and above.

year for the post of Vice President shall automatically

Apart from these seven members of this Committee,

stand disqualified from being a member of such

five members will be chosen from the three age bands

Committee. Similarly, any person who has been a

of The DSOBS referred to in Rule 5(2)(b) above who

Proposer or a Seconder of any candidate shall also

volunteer to work for this Committee. Two (2) volunteers

stand disqualified from being a member of such

shall be selected from the age band of below 40 years;

Committee. Any person, apart from the President

two (2) from the age band of 40 to 50 years and one (1)

and Vice President of The DSOBS, who has earlier
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been a member of this Committee shall also stand

C-574 LOWER GROUND FLOOR

disqualified from being a member of such Committee

DEFENCE COLONY, NEW DELHI 110024

for four years. Such Committee members shall also
stand precluded from applying for the post of Vice

Kindly super-scribe “Volunteer for the Committee to

President or Executive Committee member for a

select Vice President” on the envelope.

period of four years.
Alternately, you may send the nominations via
Accordingly, I invite applications in conformity with

e-mail together with all attachments directly to the

the above from The DSOBS fraternity to volunteer

President(me) at bullsardar@hotmail.com or

for the Committee to be constituted for the

mail it to Jaswinder Singh Bull, B-10 West End,

selection of the Vice President.

New Delhi 110021

Applications should be sent in confidence addressed

Thanking you

to the President (me) to be received by or before

Yours sincerely

5.00 pm on June 30, 2018. Such applications can be
delivered (and receipt obtained) or mailed to:-

Jaswinder Singh Bull
(344 J, 1986)

THE PRESIDENT

President

THE DOON SCHOOL OLD BOYS' SOCIETY

The Doon School Old Boys Society

Get your hands on our World Class memorabilia

Order online at store.doonschool.com
or visit the DOSCOBILIA Store on the School campus
anubhav@consortiumgifts.com, +91 9650070283
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The DSOBS Calendar of Events
As per school Spring Term Calendar

06-07.02.2018
09-10.02.2018
23-25.02.2018
24-25.02.2018
03.03.2018
09-10.03.2018
10.03.2018
14.03.2018
15.03.2018
16.03.2018
17.03.2018
23-25.03.2018
27.03.2018

13.04.2018
14.04.2018
20.04.2018
20.04.2018
21.04.2018
21.04.2018
22.04.2018
22.04.2018
16.05.2018
02-04-06.2018
15.06.2018

07.10.2018
07.10.2018
12-13.10.2018
13.10.2018

Meeting of Board of Governors
Sotheby's India Reality
Nepal Diversity

In School
Global Luxury Realty Conclave, New Delhi
Get-together, Inauguration & Diversity
Committee Meeting
Pilibhit Cricket
Triangular Cricket - School, DSOBS & Pilibhit
Induction Ceremony (ISC Leavers) In School
India Today Conclave
Mumbai
Special General Body Meeting
HM interaction with Parents, Chairman's
(EGM)
Presentation, Dinner at IIC, New Delhi
Madras Diversity
Get-together & Diversity Committee Meeting
Bangalore Diversity
Get-together & Diversity Committee Meeting
Hyderabad Diversity
Get-together & Diversity Committee Meeting
Inter House Cricket
Central Secretariat Grounds, New Delhi
Shomie Das Friendship Cup
Mumbai - Doon, Mayo, Sanawar & Bollywood
Singapore Get-together
Inter House Hockey
To be ﬁnalised
United For Hockey
To be ﬁnalised
New York Get-together
Amit Sawhney & Shubho Ghosh
Toronto Get-together
Ravi Chaudhry & Anoop Israni
Hockey vs School
In School
Tennis vs School
In School (Tentative)
Sheel Vohra Cup
ACA, Dehra Dun (Tentative)
Tennis vs The Doon Club
The Doon Club, Dehra Dun
United For Hockey
In School
Combined XI Cricket
In School
Terry Fox Run
In School
Board of Governors + EC Meeting
Prospective Principals - IIT
In School
London Get-together
Arjun Sahay, Vivek Thadani & Nimai Swaroop
Football vs School
To be ﬁnalised
Squash vs School
To be ﬁnalised
Inter House Squash
Delhi Gymkhana Club, New Delhi (Tentative)
Inter House Tennis
Delhi Gymkhana Club, New Delhi (Tentative)
Founder's Day
79th AGM
In School
Inter House Golf
To be ﬁnalised
Gibson Golf
To be ﬁnalised
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Time Table for selection of Executive Committee Members
and Constitution of Selection Committee to select EC Members
under Rule 6 of The DSOBS Rules

Sl. No.

Description

Deadline

Rule

1

Process of selection of Executive Committee
members to be initiated by way of notice to be
posted on Society’s website or sent by email or
other means of communication and also published
in The Rose Bowl.

January 31

6(3)(a) & (b)

2

Request/notice for volunteers for Selection
Committee of EC to be made/issued by

January 31

6(2)((i)

3

Applications from prospective EC Members to be
received by

June 30

6(2)(f)

4

Applications/names of such volunteers to be
received and placed in a sealed box

June 30

6(2)(j)

5

EC meeting for constituting such Committee by
draw of lots from sealed box in which all DSOBS
members are entitled to be present.

August 15

6(2)(k)

6

President to constitute Selection Committee by

August 15

6(2)(h)

7

Selection Committee to recommend names for
post(s) of Executive Committee Members(s)

Suggested date
September 15

8

Names recommended by Selection Committee
to be considered by the EC at a meeting to be
convened within two weeks of September 15.

Suggested date
by September 29
and in any event
before October 5
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Time Table for Selection of Vice President and Constitution
of Selection Committee under Rule 5 Of The DSOBS Rules
Sl. No.

Description

Deadline

Rule

1

Process of election of VP to be initiated by issuance
of notice of vacancy to be posted on Society’s
website or sent by email or other means of
communication and published in The Rose Bowl.

January 31

5(2)(a)

2

Noticed inviting volunteers for membership to the
Selection Committee to be posted on Society’s
website or sent by email or other means of
communication and published in The Rose Bowl.

January 31

5(2)((h)

3

Applications from prospective Vice Presidential
candidates in conformity with Rule 5(2)(b), (c), & (d)
to be submitted by

June 30

5(2)(e)

4

Names of volunteers to be received and placed in a
sealed box

June 30

5(2)(i)

5

President to convene an EC meeting and draw
five names from sealed box containing names of
volunteers to Committee. This meeting can be
attended by any member of The DSOBS who wishes
to attend.

Before August
15

5(2)(j)

6

Selection Committee to be constituted by the
President.

August 15

5(2)(g)

7

Selection Committee to recommend one name
for the Vice Presidential Post to the Executive
Committee.

September 15

5(2)(m)

8

Name recommended by Selection Committee
to be considered by the EC at a meeting to be
convened within two weeks of (earlier August 31)
September 15.

i.e. by
September
29 and in any
event before
October 5

5(2)(n)
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An Aristocracy of Service
“The Boys should leave The Doon School
as members of an aristocracy, but it must
be an ‘aristocracy of service’ inspired by
ideas of unselﬁshness, not one of
privilege, wealth or position."
AE Foot
An extract from the Head Master AE Foot's inaugural speech delivered
on the opening of The Doon School, 1935
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